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A year of opportunity 

The BNP enters 2010 hoping to take control 
of the London borough of Barking and 
Dagenham, gain dozens of new councillors and 
perhaps even its first MP. Consequently we will 
be working hard to prevent the BNP winning 
anything. While the year ahead carries serious 
threats, it also provides us with some great 
opportunities. With over half of all BNP 
councillors up for re-election, 2010 gives us a 
real chance to begin to roll back the fascists in 
many parts of the country. With your support 
I’m confident that it can be done. 


Stop the politics of hate 

This month Searchlight focuses heavily on the 
rising tide of Islamophobia, which is currently 
sweeping Europe. From the banning of 
minarets in Switzerland to the street antics 
of the English Defence League and attempts 
by the BNP to exploit growing unease about 
the war in Afghanistan, far-right politicians 
are whipping up hatred against Muslims. 

But just as we oppose the far right, so we 
must also condemn those on the other side 
who are using Islam for their own extremist 
agenda. The decision by Islam4UK (the current 
mouthpiece for al-Muhajiroun) to hold a 
march in Wootton Bassett is just as provocative 
and unwelcome as the EDL marching through 
a predominantly Asian area of any British town 
or city. While we must never forget that 
extremists represent only a fraction of Muslim 
people in the country, their message of hate and 
division must be opposed. 

The vast majority of British people totally 
oppose extremism of any kind and from time 
to time we must all stand up and say no to the 
politics of hate. 


Never forget 
As we observe Holocaust Memorial Day it is 
also worth reflecting on those Germans who 
risked their lives opposing the Nazis. Thus it is 
with great sadness that we learn of the death 
of Freya von Moltke, a prominent member of 
Germany’s anti-Nazi resistance during the 
Second World War, who died, aged 98, at her 
home in the US. She and her husband opposed 
the Nazis from the beginning and both were 
involved in a plot to kill Hitler in 1944. 

Let their efforts and sacrifices be an 
inspiration to us all as we take on today’s 
fascists over the coming year. ae 


Fear and loathing grips Europe 


By Nick Lowles 


TOWARDS THE END of last year 
the people of Switzerland voted to ban 
the building of minarets in their 
country. It was, we were told by the 
referendum organisers, an attempt to 
stop the growing influence of Islam 
in Swiss society. Politicians and 
commentators at home and abroad 
queued up to denounce the move. 
Even the Vatican condemned it 
as a “blow to freedom of religion’. 
But despite the widespread criticism 
from political and religious leaders 
the referendum was widely welcomed 
by large swathes of Europeans and it 
reflects a growing unease and 
increasingly open hostility towards the 
Muslim communities. 

The origins of the referendum lie in 
2005, when an Islamic Cultural 
Association sought permission to 
build a 6m minaret on its community 
centre. Planning permission was 
initially refused amid local opposition, 
but the decision was eventually 
overturned by the government’s 
Building and Justice Department, 
whose decision in turn was rubber 
stamped by Federal Supreme Court. 
Four years after the original plans 
were submitted the minaret was 
finally built. 

The Swiss right was furious and 
during 2006 and 2008 the Swiss 
People’s Party and the Federal 
Democratic Union launched cam- 
paigns in several regions to ban 
minarets. This came to nothing after 
the bans were deemed unconstitutional 
and so void. Recognising they had to 
change the law, the two parties started a 
federal popular initiative to amend 
article 72 of the Constitution to ban 
minarets. Over the next 18 months 
they collected the necessary 100,000 
signatures for a referendum. 

Once again, a Swiss vote was 
overshadowed by an inflammatory 
poster designed to whip up fears and 
reinforce racial and _ religious 
stereotypes. Before the general election 
in 2007 the controversial poster 
depicted one black sheep being kicked 
out by three white sheep with the 
slogan “For more security”. This time 


the supporters of the minaret ban 
produced a poster displaying a black- 
veiled Muslim woman and a forest of 
missile-like minarets imposed on the 
pure red and white of the Swiss flag. 

Despite opposition from the 
government 57% of voters backed 
the ban, with majorities in 22 of the 
country’s 26 regions. 

Condemnation of the result was swift 
and predictable. Political and religious 
leaders queued up to express their shock, 
as did, with huge embarrassment, the 
federal government. 

Conversely, there was predictable joy 
from right-wing political parties 
across Europe. Marine Le Pen, the 
deputy leader of France’s far-right 
National Front, praised the outcome 
and said France should now hold a 
wider referendum on multiculturalism. 

“The elites should stop denying the 
hopes and fears of European peoples 
who, without opposing religious 
freedom, reject ostentatious symbols 
forced on them by politico-religious 
Muslim groups, often verging on 
provocation,” Agence France Presse 
quoted her saying. 

In Belgium, Italy and _ the 
Netherlands, anti-immigrant move- 
ments called on their own governments 
to debate similar measures. “What can 
be done in Switzerland can be done 
here,” said Geert Wilders, the leader of 
the Freedom Party in the Netherlands. 
Meanwhile Roberto Calderoli, a 
member of Italy’s Northern League, 
which is part of the country’s ruling 
coalition, said: “Switzerland is sending 
us a clear signal: yes to bell towers, 
no to minarets”. 

There was also support from the 
Society of St Puis X, an ultra- 
Orthodox Catholic sect that includes 
Bishop Williamson, the British 
bishop who has denied the Holocaust, 
which has its base in Switzerland. 
The Society denounced the Catholic 
Church, at home and in the Vatican, 
for being “either stupid or naive”. 

However, after a day or two there 
were some rumblings of dissent from 
some unexpected quarters. A week 
after the French Foreign Minister 


Bernard Kouchner denounced the 
Swiss decision, saying he was shocked 
and scandalised and calling for the 
ban to be reversed, President Nicolas 
Sarkozy took a different line. Writing 
in Le Monde the French President 
voiced sympathy for the Swiss vote, 
calling on religious practitioners to 
avoid “ostentation” and “provocation” 
for fear of upsetting others. 

Claiming to be surprised by the 
widespread criticism of the outcome of 
the referendum, Sarkozy said that 
there was need for a debate on national 
identity in France. 

“How can you not be amazed at 
the reaction that this decision has 
produced in certain media and 
political circles in our own country,” 
Sarkozy wrote in Le Monae. “Instead 
of condemning the Swiss out of hand, 
we should try to understand what they 
meant to express and what so many 
people in Europe feel, including 
people in France.” 

Sarkozy called for discretion from 
France’s six million Muslims, the 
biggest Muslim community in Europe, 
in their religious observance, while 
pledging to fight all discrimination. 

“Christians, Jews, Muslims, all 
believers regardless of their faith 
must refrain from ostentation and 
provocation and ... practise their 
religion in humble discretion.” 
Muslims would need to find a way of 
integrating in France “without 
conflicting with our social and civic 
pact”, while moderate Islam would 
fail if Muslims sought to challenge 
the country’s republican value system 
or Christian heritage. 

Unfortunately, Sarkozy’s views, like 
the original referendum objective, have 
been welcomed by many people across 
the continent. Newspaper opinion polls 
in Spain, France and Germany showed 
large majorities supporting a ban on 
minarets in their respective countries. 
In France, a more official survey found 
46% of people opposed minarets and 
41% opposed any new mosques. 

Obviously the Swiss vote was about 
far more than minarets. Indeed, there 
are only four minarets in Switzerland 


and two of those are on industrial 
estates well away from residential 
areas. Many of the initial media 
reports following the vote looked at 
Swiss life and tried to understand what 
motivated Swiss voters. However, it 
was only after Sarkozy’s intervention 
that the real significance of the vote, 
which is far wider than only a Swiss 
issue, began to be seriously considered 
as an international problem. 

The referendum result reflected a 
growing hostility to Muslims across 
Europe. 

In Germany, Wolfgang Bosbach, the 
spokesman on domestic _ security 
for Chancellor Angela Merkel’s con- 
servative Christian Democrats, said the 
vote expressed a fear of Islamisation 
that also exists in Germany. “One has 
to take this concern seriously,” Bosbach 
told the Berliner Zeitung. 

Germany’s largest selling newspaper, 
Bild, said Germans would probably 
vote the same way if they were 
allowed a referendum on the issue. 
“The minaret is not just the symbol of 
a religion but of a totally different 
culture,” the paper claimed. “Large 
parts of the Islamic world do not share 
our basic European values: the legacy 
of the Enlightenment, the equality 
of man and woman, the separation of 
church and state, a justice system 
independent of the Bible or the Koran 
and the refusal to impose one’s own 
beliefs on others with ‘fire and the 
sword’. Another factor is likely to have 
influenced the Swiss vote: Nowhere is 
life made harder for Christians than in 
Islamic countries. Those who are 
intolerant themselves cannot expect 
unlimited tolerance from others.” 

To my knowledge there has been no 
research into whether British people 
would support a similar ban on 
minarets. I would like to think that we 
would be different from the Swiss but 
Tm not really sure. 

In a large YouGov survey of 32,000 
voters during last summer's European 
elections 44% of Britons agreed with the 
statement: “Even in its milder forms, 
Islam is a serious danger to western 
civilisation”. Another 18% offered no 


opinion and only 32% disagreed. 

When asked which groups benefit 
from unfair discrimination, 39% of 
respondents cited Muslims with only 
21% believing that Muslims suffer 
from unfair discrimination. 

It is clear that across Europe fear of 
and hostility towards Muslims is 
growing. Islamophobic parties are 
polling well at the ballot box and the 
media, such as the Daily Express and 
Daily Star in the UK, are providing a 
daily diet of Islamophobia. 

However, it would be wrong simply 
to denounce the Swiss voters because 
if we do then we are likely to be 
repeating ourselves over another 
country in the not too distant future. 

Racism and Islamophobia are on 
the rise across Europe and _ likely 
to grow over the next few years. 
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War, terrorism and economic decline 
are all toxic ingredients for division and 
scapegoating. There is also a growing 
sense of unease among many people 
about where their respective countries 
are going and their place within them. 
As power shifts away from Europe 
towards Asia this growing unease and 
lose of identity could manifest itself in 
ever greater resentment. As hostility 
grows, so conversely Islamic 
fundamentalists will gain recruits and 
so the cycle will spiral downwards. 
The Swiss expressed their views on 
religion and race and there is absolutely 
no reason to believe that they would 
not be replicated in several other 
European countries given a chance — 
including Britain. Yes, condemn the 
Swiss vote but we need to deal with 
the issues that led to it. ~= 
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Griffin launches election campaign 
by cynically exploiting war dead 


By Sonia Gable 


IMMEDIATE WITHDRAWAL of British 
troops from Afghanistan will be one of 
the primary themes of the British 
National Party's general election 
campaign. Speaking on BNP television, 
Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, sets out a 
blatantly populist stall for the election, 
which he believes will be called in late 
February or very early March. 

Griffin hopes to exploit what he sees 
as an “enormous gap” between the 
views of the public and “politicians” on 
Afghanistan. The second main issue 
for the BNP, not surprisingly, will be 
“mass immigration and Islam_ in 
particular”, a subject at which he 
intends to go “hammer and tongs” to 
show the public that the BNP has not 
“gone soft”. He may also have an eye 
on limiting the damage to his party’s 
reputation among its racist supporters 
caused by his decision, forced by 
the Equalities and Human Rights 
Commission (EHRC), to open BNP 
membership to non-white people. 

The third theme will be Europe. 
While recognising that Europe plays a 
lesser role in the general election in 
the minds of the public, Griffin 
explains that it is very important for a 
section of the public that the BNP aims 
to attract, namely those voters who 
are not sure whether to vote BNP or for 
the UK Independence Party. 

As for the economy, the issue on 
which most people will focus, Griffin 
dismisses it on the grounds that it is 
“not feasible for us to get across the 
fact that a nationalist economic policy 
is the only way out of the mess”. 

In other words, the BNP will go for 
votes by exploiting policies chosen 
for that purpose alone, rather than 
present a serious political programme 
to the electorate. Griffin appears 
to dismiss voters as too stupid to 
understand his economic arguments, 
though the reality is that the BNP’s 
mishmash of economic nationalism, 
fascism and opposition to trade would 
totally wreck the British economy. 


Griffin states that his party is not yet 
ready for the election, though the 
main leaflets have been designed. 
There is also some fundraising to be 
done, he admits, before moving on 
quickly to another subject. 

Money may well be a problem. 
The BNP went into the European 
election campaign in a dire financial 
state and spent large sums on its 
misnamed “Battle for Britain”. Before 
the election last June the party 
pledged that in the event of victory 
the party would contest every seat in 
the country in the general election. 

That would commit the party to 
£325,000 in candidates’ deposits 
alone, much of which would be 
lost as the BNP will not overcome 
the 5% threshold for return of 
deposits in most constituencies. 
Probably realising the foolishness of 
standing hundreds of no _ hopers, 
Griffin backtracked, grabbing the 
opportunity to blame the three- 
month freeze on recruitment of new 
party members that he had agreed as 
a result of the EHRC’s court case. 

Exaggerating wildly as usual, Griffin 
claimed the EHRC had cost the BNP a 
potential £105,000 in membership 
fees from 3,000 people keen to join up. 
“Those lost funds would have allowed 
the BNP to drive its way through the 
quiet Christmas period and launch an 
impressive General Election campaign 
the likes of which have never been 
seen in Britain,” wrote Griffin in an 
email to supporters on 12 December. 

“As soon as we did make a 
breakthrough, the Equalities Commis- 
sion pounced in what was a carefully 
calculated effort to make the BNP 
unable to contest every seat in 
the country,’ the arch conspiracy 
theorist continued. 

As a result the party had to 
“drastically scale back our General 
Election plans. ... If you want to blame 
someone, blame the _ tax-guzzling 
foreigner Trevor Phillips” said the 


racist, before going on to appeal to 
existing BNP members to upgrade 
their membership to “gold” for 
“a measly £30” or take out life 
membership for a more painful £465. 

One pot of money readily available 
to Griffin is the MEPs’ communications 
allowance for him and his fellow MEP, 
Andrew Brons. Each has £20,000 to 
spend on publicity about their work in 
the European Parliament and their 
constituency. While careful to 
acknowledge that the money cannot 
be used to promote the BNP, Griffin 
claims that when people hear of the 
two MEPs’ work, it will “have an effect”. 
The A3 folded glossy leaflets for the 
two constituencies will be ready for 
distribution “early in the new year’, 
revealed Griffin, providing “some 
cracking publicity”. 

Leaflets will be an important part of 
the BNP election effort, but the BNP 
will not do telephone canvassing, 
Griffin promised, claiming that people 
do not like it. Instead BNP canvassers 
“will knock on doors”. Presumably he 
thinks voters are happier with a bunch 
of heavies at their front doors. 
Probably the real reasons the BNP has 
rejected telephone canvassing are 
that none of the sources of the 
necessary data would deal with 
the racist party and that the party’s 
canvassers sound even worse on the 
phone than on the doorstep. 

In choosing Afghanistan as one 
of his election themes, Griffin must 
hope that voters will overlook the 
contradiction with the party’s much 
repeated claims that Islam is trying to 
colonise Britain and Europe and 
impose Sharia, and that the Muslim 
community harbours terrorists. 

In his constituency newsletter 
Griffin denounces the war in 
Afghanistan arguing that British 
troops should only be sent to 
war “when the British people or 
British interests are being threatened”. 
Yet the BNP maintains that Islam 


has been engaged in a war on 
Western civilisation since its inception. 
Griffin lumps together the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, ignoring the 
fact that, unlike the Iraq war, the war 
in Afghanistan was a direct response 
to the terror attacks on the USA of 
11 September 2001, with the aim, 
whether or not realistic, of preventing 
al-Qaeda using Afghanistan as an 
operational and training base. 

Since then, Britain too has 
come under attack from al-Qaeda. 
Even where the individual terrorists 
were born in Britain, they were 
generally trained in or directed from 
Afghanistan or the Pakistan border 
area. There are good cases to be 
made that the war in Afghanistan 
may be unwinnable, or that Britain 
and the US have not committed 
sufficient resources, or that we 
should not support the Karzai 
administration, among other things, 
but it is unarguable that Islamist 
terrorism affects British people and 
British interests. 

Islamophobia is one of the guiding 
principles of the BNP except when it 
conflicts with the latest attempt to win 
votes, it seems. 


Rather than present a reasoned 
standpoint, Griffin resorts to emotion. 
Launching the party's campaign to 
“Support our troops, bring them home” 
just before Christmas, Griffin described 
a “devastated, grieving mother” who 
spoke to him “recently” about the death 
of her “beautiful son” while serving in 
Afghanistan, and apparently implored 
Griffin to “help our boys out there or 
bring them home”. 

“These are the words now carved 
into my heart, the words of a grieving 
mother, words that | will carry with me 
to my grave and words that made 
me take a solemn oath to do every- 
thing in my power to honour, support 
and protect our fighting heroes who 
have been abandoned both on the 
battlefields of Afghanistan and back 
here at home,’ gushed Griffin. 

He went on to accuse “Brown, 
Cameron and Clegg” of being “evil 
leaders ... liars and con artists [who] 
started and backed the illegal wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan ...”. That none of 
Gordon Brown, David Cameron and 
Nick Clegg were leaders of their 
respective parties in 2001, and that 
Clegg has consistently opposed the 
war in Iraq, must have passed Griffin 


BNP leader Nick Griffin (centre) muscles 
in on mourners at the repatriation of 
six dead soldiers on 10 November 2009 
in Wootton Bassett 


by in his excitement over a new cause 
for an appeal for money. 

Announcing a“daring and innovative 
strategy to expose the hypocrisy, lies 
and cover-ups relating to the wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq,’ Griffin promises 
“a wave of activism, publicity material 
and direct action” which “will send 
shockwaves through the old parties 
and the traitors within the media’. 

It will consist of four phases. Firstly a 
“full-colour well-designed 12-page 
brochure, detailing the crimes against 
our soldiers” will be sent to “every MP, 
MSP, MLA, and AM as well as every 
member of the House of Lords and also 
every registered journalist in the UK”. 
Secondly, the BNP will send “10,000 
brochures to each key town and city in 
every one of The BNP’s 12 regions”. 

The third stage will be, wait for it, a 
“nationwide truth tour” using “our very 
own ‘bought and paid for’ professional 
advertising lorry”. That's the “truth 
truck”, better known as the lie lorry, a 
vehicle that the BNP does not own but 
leases from the hardline anti-abortion 
campaigner Jim Dowson. The tour will 
be followed by BNP TV films. 

Anyone who thinks they have 
read this before would be right. 
The campaign has been recycled, 
almost word for word, from the BNP’s 
“Racism cuts both ways” initiative of 
autumn 2008. The 12-page outrage- 
ously Islamophobic brochure on that 
occasion listed 167 people whom the 
BNP alleged had been murdered as a 
result of anti-white racism, although 
only in a handful of the cases was there 
any clear indication of a racial motive 
and in several the perpetrator was 
white not black. 

The BNP claims to be different. 
Too true. No other party would go 
into a general election on the back 
of racism, Islamophobia, a recycled 
clapped out campaign, nothing to say 
on the issues that really concern the 
electorate and a lead policy selected 
solely to pull votes from the UKIP,  —< 
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English Defence League crz 


The English Defence League was born in 2009, but as we begin 2010 Simon Cressy / 
wonders whether the EDL is about to self-destruct 


THE YEAR 2009 could be described 
as a seesaw year for the newly formed 
English Defence League. 

Responding to a protest in Luton in 
March by the extreme Islamist al- 
Muhajiroun group against troops of the 
Royal Anglian Regiment returning 
from the war in Afghanistan, local 
football hooligans organised a counter- 
demonstration under the name United 
People of Luton. They in turn linked up 
with hooligans associated with a variety 
of football clubs across the UK. 

Using social networking websites 
such as Facebook as their means of 
communication, the hooligans concluded 
that Islamism was a national problem and 
they had to put aside club rivalries. 

By the summer the English Defence 
League had been born and was holding 
demonstrations across some of the major 
cities of England, with smaller ones in 
Wales and Scotland as the embryonic 
Welsh and Scottish Defence Leagues. 

All seemed to be going well for the 
EDL, but evidence has emerged that 
splits and divisions are rife within 
the organisation. 


The EDL has always insisted that it 
is not nazi or racist, even going to 
the length of holding a sham press 
conference complete with a pre- 
planned burning of a swastika flag. 
However elements in the EDL 
leadership are quite prepared to accept 
members of nazi groups as long as they 
behave themselves, much to the chagrin 
of more moderate members. 

Joel Titus, the violent teenage leader 
of the EDLs youth wing, has voiced 
loud concern, along with several other 
members of “the inner circle”, over 
the glib acceptance of known nazis 
such as Liam Pinkham of the British 
Freedom Fighters. 

Pinkham and his mentor Mike 
Heaton have been regulars at EDL 
events since Luton. The EDL inner 
circle has been well aware of this, yet has 
refused to distance itself from them. 

Pinkham received a four-month 
prison sentence, suspended for two 
years, with 200 hours’ community 
service and two years’ supervision back 
in July after he burst into the News 
from Nowhere community bookshop 
in Liverpool and threatened the 
female owners. Pinkham, from 
the Wirral, was taking part in a 
British National Party march 
through Liverpool 
city centre at the 

time. The wo- 

men, who were 
justifiably terrified, 
testified that Pinkham 
threatened to “burn 
down the shop”. 
This comes on top of 
Heaton’s arrest in December 
by the North East Counter 
Terrorism Unit. Heaton is 
currently on bail charged with 


Hands up all you nazi boys: 
Liam Pinkham (left) and 
Jerry “Wurzel” Watson 


soliciting murder and using threatening, 
abusive or insulting words likely to stir 
up racial hatred. 

That will no doubt stick in the craw 
of Titus, who is of mixed race and | 
claims Martin Luther King is his hero. 

Following a recent demonstration in 
London, EDL supporters led by Titus 
clashed with Nazi-saluting Chelsea | 
hooligans, leaving one of the 
Chelsea fans hospitalised. It is reported 
that Titus now wears a stab vest in fear 
of reprisals following threats made on 
the Stormfront nazi web forum. 

A closer look at the EDL inner circle 
reveals why its members may be 
reluctant to jettison their nazi friends. 

One of the global moderators on the 
EDL internet forum is Sean Corrigan 
of St Albans. Posting under the 
moniker “Road Rage”, what Corrigan 
fails to tell Titus and the more moderate 
wing of the EDL is that he is a gold 
member of the BNP. 

Another in the EDL inner circle is 
Chris Renton, a BNP activist from 
Weston-super-Mare, who now 
appears to be using the online name 
“John Sheridan” and controls a large 
number of EDL Facebook groups. 

One who recently fell foul of Renton 
is the veteran Bristol EDL activist Jerry 
“Wurzel” Watson, whom Renton 
blacklisted following allegations, 
strongly denied by Watson, of theft of a 
charity box. 

This led Watson to side with Paul 
Ray, the increasingly flaky self-styled 
“spiritual” leader of the EDL. Ray has 
formed his own St George’s Division of 
the EDL and has titled himself 
“Grandmaster Ray”, despite being 
disowned by the official EDL. 

Another leading EDL activist now 
sidelined is the bullish Leisha Brookes. 
An ever visible member of the EDL 
Brookes has led the women’s divi 
and acted as the group’s police 
liaison officer. 


However, her abrasive nature is 
not to everyone’s taste in the EDL. 
One person in particular who has had 
numerous clashes with her is Matthew 
Kaplan, a Jewish student from Seattle 
who is studying history at King’s 
College, London. 

Kaplan is the paid EDL publications 
coordinator, responsible for leaflets and 
press releases. He has been seen at 
several EDL demonstrations complete 
with Israeli flag. He has clashed on 
several occasions on the official EDL 
Facebook group with Leisha Brookes 
and her supporters for a number of 
reasons, mainly because he is an 
American. 

Brookes has declared that she doesn't 
trust him and accused him of working 
for the police. 

Kaplan revealed that Brookes and her 


colleagues threatened to attack him 
if he turned up at the Nottingham 
EDL event on 5 December. ae 

Other leading EDL members | 
have accused her of posting ~ 
racist comments on the EDL 
internet forum. 

Whatever the truth behind 
the fallout, Brookes has defi- 
nitely been removed as the 
EDL’ police liaison offi- 
cer and is no longer in 
charge of the women’s 
division. 

It is believed that the 
new EDL police liaison — 
officer is none other than 
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Barking and Dagenh 


he next eighteen months will 
determine whether the British 
National Party can build on its 
European election success and 
become a permanent fixture on the 
British political landscape. With a 
possible change of Government, 
mass disillusionment with mainstream 
politics and the worst economic 
recession since the war, there should, on 


BNP councillors 


up for re-election 


Epping 
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Nick Lowles assesses the BNP’s chances in the 
forthcoming elections 


paper at least, never be a_ better 
opportunity for the BNP to expand its 
base. The election of two MEPs has 
allowed it to give paid employment to 
more than a dozen of its key organisers 
and it has already established itself as a 
household name. In the eyes of some 
voters, it is the ultimate and possibly the 
only protest vote. 

However, the opportunity presented 
to the BNP will not last forever and 
the fascist party needs to do well in the 
forthcoming local and general elections 
if it is to maintain its momentum. 
And that means winning dozens of new 
council seats and strong double-digit 
results in its key parliamentary seats. 


National push 

The BNP is likely to contest over 200 
parliamentary seats in the general 
election. Although many of them will 
be little more than paper candidates, 
the party will be looking to save its 
deposit in the majority by securing at 
least 5% of the vote. 

In a handful of seats it will hope to doa 
lot better and in one, in Barking, in east 
London, Nick Griffin, the party leader, 
will push the incumbent MP close. 
Although Griffin remains the underdog 
he will be hoping that the strong BNP 
support on the Becontree estate pushes 
him over the line. On the surface it would 
appear that Griffin has a big hurdle to 
overcome if he is seriously to threaten 
to take Margaret Hodge’s Barking seat. 
In 2005 the BNP polled 17.0%, which, 
though it was the highest ever BNP result 
in a parliamentary election, was a long 
way off Hodge's 47.8%. 

However, events since then have 
moved in the BNP’s favour. The 17% 
was gained before the BNP really took 
off in the borough and only a year later 


Barking and Dagenham’s MPs Margaret 
Hodge and Jon Cruddas 


it polled 41% in a large section of the 
constituency in the council elections. 

Boundary changes have also helped 
Griffin, bringing three strong BNP 
wards into Barking from neighbouring 
Dagenham. Griffin's notoriety will also 
be a boost, while Hodge will suffer from 
the national swing against Labour, 
currently measured at 8%. 

Of the 11 wards that make up the 
Barking constituency, the BNP is 
considered frontrunners in five, neck 
and neck in one and close to Labour in 
another two. In only three wards will 
the Labour Party begin the campaign 
comfortably ahead of the BNP, though 
these are areas where we would 
normally expect a higher turnout. 

He will also be helped by the 
decision of the Christian Party to make 
Barking the main focus of its election 
effort. While the CP has absolutely no 
chance of winning, it could take 
enough votes from Labour to hand the 
seat to the BNP. 


Table 2: Key wards by local authority 


Local authority Keywards Keywards Key wards 

(intop25) (intop50) (in top 100) 
Barking & Dagenham 7 12 14 
Stoke-on-Trent 3 6 2) 
Nuneaton and Bedworth 2 4 5 
Rotherham 2 4 4 
Amber Valley 2 3 3 
Leeds 2 2 4 
Burnley i 2 4 
Thurrock 1 2 3 
Three Rivers 1 2 2 
Epping Forest 1 1 3 
TOTAL 22/25 38/50 = 51/100 


There is also a considerable BNP 
threat in neighbouring Dagenham and 
Rainham. Although the BNP threat is 
lower on the Dagenham side of the 
borough of Barking and Dagenham, 
the far-right party has considerable 
support in the three Havering wards, 
which make up 40% of the new 
constituency. The BNP easily outpolled 
Labour in these wards, as did the 
Conservatives, making Dagenham and 
Rainham a three-way marginal. In the 
new Dagenham and Rainham consti- 
tuency the BNP polled more votes in the 
London Assembly election than Labour. 

The BNP will also hope to do well in 
Thurrock, Essex, where in the 
European election it received 17.5% of 
the vote, just behind Labour (18.3%), 
the UK Independence Party (21.7%) 
and the Conservatives (22.8%). 

The BNP will expect good results in 
Stoke-on-Trent South and Stoke-on- 
Trent Central. While it is in Central 
that the BNP has experienced more 
recent local election success, the 
selection of a Muslim candidate by the 
Liberal Democrats in Stoke-on-Trent 
South could well take some support 
off Labour in Longton South, the 
ward with the main Muslim population 
in the constituency, as could a local 
community activist who is heavily 
involved in a campaign to keep open a 
local school. 

Elsewhere in the Midlands the BNP 
will hope to poll well in Nuneaton, in 
Warwickshire, and Amber Valley, 
in Derbyshire. 

Burnley is no longer the danger it 
once was. While the BNP retains strong 
support in some parts of the town, 
particularly in Padiham where it holds 
all three council seats in one ward, its 
share of the vote has slipped across the 


town as a whole and the main focus will 
be on whether the Liberal Democrat 
council leader can take the 
parliamentary seat off Labour. 

Ed Balls’s seat of Morley and 
Outwood will be the BNP’s main focus 
in Yorkshire. While it will not win, the 
BNP will be hoping for a good double- 
digit showing, especially as it polled 
more than any other party across the 
constituency in the last round of local 
elections. Elsewhere in Yorkshire, the 
party will look for good results in 
Barnsley Central and Rotherham. It is 
likely to see its vote drop in Dewsbury 
and other parts of West Yorkshire where 
it was once strong. 

Further north, the BNP will target 
Helen Goodman’s seat in Bishop 
Auckland, a former mining area of 
County Durham, where the party 
picked up 25-30% of the vote in several 
wards in the last local elections. 
A surprise is that neither of the Walker 
brothers, Adam and Mark, intends to 
contest the neighbouring Sedgefield 
seat which was, until recently, their 
primary target. 


High expectations 

May’s local elections offer the BNP its 
best chances for success. Searchlight has 
identified 100 wards where the BNP 
poses some form of threat. Of these 30 
are wards where the BNP is defending 
seats (see table 1). In addition to all 
14 of its London councillors being 
up for re-election, other high profile 
BNP councillors defending their seats 
include Chris Beverley (Morley South, 
Leeds), Paul Cromie (Queensbury, 
Bradford) and Derek Dawson 


(Gannow, Burnley). 
In addition, there are a further eight 
wards where the BNP won seats in the 


Some well known BNP councillors will be 
defending their seats: Chris Beverley (top), 
Paul Cromie (centre) and Derek Dawson 


last round of local elections. 

Overall, Searchlight is expecting the 
BNP to contest in the region of 1,000 
council seats in 2010, which would be a 
record. Many will be in London, where 
every seat is up. lhe 100 risk wards 
include 53 where the BNP either came 
first in the last election it contested 
there or needs a swing of less than 5%. 

The BNP threat is concentrated 
in a handful of local authority areas. 
The 100 risk wards fall in 30 local 
authority areas. However, 51 of them 
are in just 10 local authority areas. 
The concentration is even more stark 
when one counts the highest risk wards. 
All but three of the 25 wards most at 
risk fall in 10 local authority areas, as 
do 38 of the 50 most at risk wards (see 
table 2). 

Most of the risk wards also happen to 
be in the BNP’s target parliamentary 
seats (see table 3). 


As reported in last month’s Searchlight 
the biggest threat lies in Barking and 
Dagenham, where there is a serious risk 
of the BNP winning control of the 
council and possibly even a parliamentary 
seat in the general election. 

Barking and Dagenham was already 
the front line for this year’s elections 
even before Griffin announced that he 
was standing in Barking in the general 
election. The BNP currently has 12 
councillors in the borough and needs 26 
to take full control of the council. 

In the party list section in the 2008 
London Assembly elections, the BNP 
came first in seven of the borough’s 17 
wards and within a whisker of winning 
three other wards. The same vote in a 
council election would give the BNP at 
least 21 seats and place it neck and neck 
in another nine — enough to put the 
BNP within striking distance of taking 
overall control of the council. 

Griffin and the BNP will be hoping 
that his decision to contest the Barking 
seat will generate the same media 
interest and frenzy that propelled the 
party’s 12 councillors to victory in 2006. 

Outside London, Stoke-on-Trent is 
our second national priority, with a 
possibility that the BNP could become 
the largest single party on the council. 
At present the BNP has nine 
councillors out of the 60 on the council, 
but with Labour having only 14 and 11 
separate parties being represented, the 
BNP needs only to hold on to its 
existing seats and win two or three more 
to become the largest party. A strong 
local BNP vote coupled with victory in 
Barking and Dagenham would set the 
far-right party up well for the all-out 
elections in the city in 2011. 

However, its chances are likely to be 
dented by the resignation of the BNP’s 
council group leader Alby Walker 
following a power struggle in the party. 
Walker represents the more moderate 
wing but it is clear that he lost out to the 
old guard. He remains in the BNP 
councillor group but is unlikely to 
defend his seat in May. While the BNP 
continues to present a serious risk across 
the city, Walker's resignation will 
certainly give ammunition to the party’s 
political opponents. 

The BNP also remains a serious 
threat in many of its other traditional 
heartlands, but there are some areas 
where we expect a weaker BNP 
performance. They include Kirklees and 
Bradford, two areas where the local 
BNP has collapsed organisationally, 
Burnley, where it is likely to get 
squeezed, and Epping Forest, where the 
party could lose three councillors. 


Outside Barking and Dagenham and 
Stoke-on-Trent, we expect the BNP to 
poll well in Thurrock, Amber Valley 
and Barnsley. We are also expecting 
a stronger BNP performance in 
Sandwell, where two BNP councillors 
are up for re-election. 

In addition, there are some new areas 
where we expect the BNP to emerge 
strongly. These include Havering, where 
the BNP is looking to stand in every 
seat, Bexley, where it only just missed 
out in a by-election early last year, and 
Wigan, where the BNP held several 
high profile events last year. 

A key determiner in the local 
elections is whether the general election 
is held on the same day. The traditional 
view is that the BNP will not perform as 
well in a general election as it does in 
local elections. Certainly, that has been 
the case in the past but whether that is 
true now remains to be seen. The BNP 
has hardened its vote and, as was shown 
in the European election, it can poll well 
in national contests. While the BNP 
vote is likely to be squeezed by the 
major parties, it might well hold up 
stronger than it did in 2005. 

An early indicator would be the 
parliamentary by-election in North 
West Leicestershire, following the 
death of its MP on 26 December, if one 
is called before the general election. 
The seat was held by Labour but is a key 
target marginal for the Conservatives. 
It is also the BNP’s strongest area in »he 
East Midlands, where the party has two 
councillors and averaged 24% of the 
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vote in the seats 
it contested in the last 
local elections and 14.5% in last 
summer's European election. If the 
BNP were to get a good double-digit 
vote in what would be a furiously 
contested by-election, then it will be 
confident of a good result in the general 
election and more importantly will win 
crucial council seats. If it failed to do 
well then many of its councillors will 
need to start looking elsewhere to top 
up their incomes. 


The campaign for HOPE 

The HOPE not hate campaign will 
prioritise the key risk wards in the local 
elections. While we will produce 
general material that can be distributed 
wherever the BNP stands, our main 


Table 3: Parliamentary constituencies and key wards 


Parliamentary Party of Key wards Key wards Key wards 
constituencies current MP (in top 25) (in top 50) (in top 100) 
Barking Labour 5 7 8 
Dagenham and Rainham Labour 2 5 : 
Stoke-on-Trent Central Labour 2 5 3 
Amber Valley Labour 2 3 3 
Nuneaton Labour 2 2 3 
Stoke-on-Trent South Labour 1 3 4 
Burnley Labour 1 2 4 
Rotherham Labour 1 3 3 
South West Hertfordshire Conservative 1 2 2 
Thurrock Labour 1 2 3 
Epping Forest Conservative 1 1 3 
Morley and Outwood Labour 1 1 2 
Calderdale Labour { 1 2 
Barnsley Central Labour 0 3 4 
West Bromwich West Labour 0 0 3 
TOTAL 21/25 38/50 56/100 
focus will be in those wards where BNP __ identifying anti-BNP voters and 


councillors are up for re-election and 
where BNP candidates stand a good 
chance of winning. 

Our general election _ priorities 
coincide with our key local authority 
priority areas. 

The HOPE not hate campaign has 
two clear objectives, to suppress the 
BNP vote and to turn out the anti-BNP 
vote. We will do the first by 
highlighting the true nature of the 
BNP, challenging its lies and myths 
and exposing the poor quality of its 
existing councillors. 

We will turn out the anti-BNP vote 
by conducting a massive Voter ID 
operation in our key wards, targeting 
black, Asian and minority ethnic 
(BAME) communities and groups, 
who are likely to be adversely affected 
by the BNP. 

We recognise that we are not always 
the best messengers to deliver the anti- 
BNP message in the community so we 
will seek to work with other groups that 
are better placed to deliver the message 
to their own audiences, such as faith and 
community groups and trade unions. 

The HOPE not hate campaign will 
take on the BNP directly. However we 
will also do it in a sophisticated way that 
energises and mobilises our voters, 
while suppressing the BNP vote. 
Much of our strategy will be about 


building a relationship with them in 
order to increase the likelihood that 
they will turn out and vote. 

We will once again work closely with 
the Daily Mirror, producing localised 
tabloids and supplements in the main 
newspaper, and hosting another HOPE 


bus tour. 


High rewards 

The stakes are high in 2010 but so are 
the rewards. The BNP could take 
control of a local authority, win a 
parliamentary seat and have dozens of 
new councillors. The alternative 
scenario is that the BNP falls short in 
Barking and Dagenham, Griffin is 
humiliated in Barking and a large 
chunk of its councillors lose their seats. 
The first situation would give the BNP 
a platform for a major assault on the 
2011 local elections. A failure this year 
could initiate a period of decline for 
the party. 

Which scenario wins out will depend 
largely on how successful we are. 
We have proved in recent council 
by-elections that we can beat the BNP 
in its strongest areas. However, given 
the scale of the threat we cannot do 
this alone. The 2010 HOPE not 


hate campaign will be our biggest yet. 
For it to be successful we need everyone 
to get involved. ~= 


Investigation — 


Griffin lies to cover up 


‘inadequate accounts 


Sonia Gable analyses the BNP’s accounts for 2008 


ike Joseph Goebbels, Hitler’s 

propaganda chief, Nick Griffin is 

a believer in the power of the 

“big lie”, the principle that, “If 
you tell a lie big enough and keep 
repeating it, people will eventually come 
to believe it”. 

What other explanation could there 
be for the British National Party leader’s 
judgement on the disaster zone that is 
the party’s latest accounts, namely that 
“the BNP is healthier than ever”. 

In the same email to supporters on 22 
December, Griffin claimed, in big bold 
letters, that the party’s “total central party 
income rose from £400,000” in 2007 “to 
a staggering £1 million during 2008”. 

Griffins audience was BNP 
members, most of whom are so stupid 
that they would believe two plus two 
equals five if Griffin said it loud enough 
and would argue until the cows come 
home that four is the wrong answer. 
But anyone capable of reading the 
numbers that helpfully appear side by 
side can see that the BNP’s total income 
was not £400,000 but 4611,000 in 
2007. The rise to £986,000 in 2008 is 
indeed an achievement, yet Griffin still 
could not resist the lie. 

The BNP’s 2008 accounts appeared 
nearly six months after the deadline for 
their submission to the Electoral Com- 
mission, as a result of which the party 
will be fined £1,000. Its former treasurer 
could also face criminal proceedings. 

Like the 2007 accounts, the latest 
financial statements do not give a true 
and fair view of the state of the party’s 
affairs at 31 December 2008 and of the 
year’s results, in the opinion of Silver & 
Co, the partys regular auditors. 
However this year the BNP had no easy 
target to blame of the likes of Kenny 
Smith, one of the leaders of the party’s 
internal rebellion in winter 2006, who 


was the excuse for failings in both the 
2006 and 2007 accounts. 

In 2008 the party simply could not 
get its act together. As Nick Griffin, 
the party chairman, explained (not too 
convincingly) in his introduction to the 
accounts, soon after June 2008, when 
Jenny Noble took over as party treasurer 
from John Walker, it “became apparent 
that the task of maintaining central 
office accounts had become too big 
for any one individual”. So the job 
was “outsourced” to “an independent 
Chartered Accountant and Accounts 
Technician with the aim of presenting 
acceptable accounts for the accounting 
year 2009”. 

In other words the BNP gave up on 
the 2008 accounts, though Griffin 
admitted lamely: “We recognize 
that it is not acceptable to present 
inadequate accounts”. 

The failure meant that the 
accounts not only did not give a true 
and fair view but also did not “comply 
with the requirements of the Political 
Parties Elections and Referendums Act 
2000 as adequate records have not been 
made available”. 

A spokesperson for the Electoral 
Commission told Searchlight that they 
had “a number of concerns” about the 
financial statements and the inadequate 
records referred to in Griffin's report 
and have urgently requested more 
detailed information. The BNP had 
until 8 January to reply, after which the 
Electoral Commission would consider 
what further action to take. 

Under the PPERA 2000 the party’s 
treasurer on the last day of the 
accounting period concerned commits a 
criminal offence by not complying with 
the regulations governing party accounts. 
Although the 2008 accounts are 
presented by Philip Reddall, he was 


Buried treasurers John Walker and Jenny Noble 
and (next page) new fall guy Philip Reddall 


appointed BNP treasurer only in autumn 
2009. At the end of 2008 Noble was still 
the treasurer, until she was shunted out in 
April 2009 to run the Trafalgar Club, 
a task she appears to have performed 
with similar lack of success. 

Despite the unreliability of the 
accounts, the figures are very interesting 
as they prove that the BNP has lied 
repeatedly to its members and donors. 

The BNP started its main fundraising 
drive at the tail end of 2007 and built it 
up throughout 2008 with a number of 
appeals for objectives such as the launch 
of its provocatively racist Racism Cuts 
Both Ways booklet, the May 2008 
election campaign and the notorious 
Truth Truck appeal. 

The accounts show that the party did 
indeed attract more donations than 
ever before. Income from donations 
and fundraising activities amounted to 
£688,764 compared to £221,456 in 2007. 


Nevertheless the party ended the year 
with a loss of £82,642, up 432,000 
compared to 2007. It was also a far cry 
from the £100,000 profit claimed in 
June 2009 by Jim Dowson, the militant 
anti-abortion campaigner behind the 
BNP’s fundraising efforts, who controls 
its Belfast telesales centre and other 
essential party functions. It was 
Dowson too who supplied the 
“independent chartered accountant”, 
John Thompson, who works for 
Dowson’s various business interests in 
Belfast, now charged with getting the 
BNP’s books into better shape for 2009. 

The loss left the BNP bankrupt to the 
tune of £168,233. While that may not 
be much compared to some political 
parties, it is a significant proportion of 
the BNP’s income. 

To stay afloat the party continued to 
raid the funds of its branches and 
groups, withheld tax and VAT payments 
and relied on the advance payment of 
membership subscriptions for the 
following year. 

Far from spending the increased 
income on campaigning, most of the 
money has gone to paying party staff 
and propping up the party’s lacklustre 
publications and its failed Excalibur 
merchandising operation. 

The start of 2008 had seen 
Excalibur’s move, to great acclaim, into 
new premises with a “vast array of new 
equipment”. At the end of the year 
Excalibur was out on its ear after 
Searchlight, in conjunction with 
Lancaster Unity and Wales Friends of 
Searchlight, had tracked it down to a 
Deeside industrial estate. 

According to the accounts, 
Excalibur’s stock, consisting of tatty, 
cringe-making and overpriced goods, 
including white mugs reading “I’m a 
white mug”, may have been worth 
£5,000 to £6,000 at the end of the year, 
but “the very nature of the stock raises 
questions as to its realisable value”. 
In other words, no one wants to 
buy them — even the BNP doesn't 
have enough white mugs to buy its 
white mugs. 

The total cost of the BNP’s 


“commercial activities”, consisting of 


Excalibur, Identity, Voice of Freedom | 


and unspecified other printed mate- 
rial, amounted to 4285,341 
compared to income of 
£130,526, a loss of 
£125,000. The costs 
include a huge 
£149,603 on “post- | 9 
age and delivery"up , 
from £31,000 in , 
2007, giving rise ~ 


to speculation over what else might 
have been dumped under this heading. 

Staff wages and “professional fees” — a 
term that includes staff paid without 
accounting for income tax and national 
insurance — grew by over £100,000 
compared to 2007. The accounts state 
there were 13 staff. 

Management and administration 
costs rose by £96,000 to £263,000. Rent 
and associated costs of the short-lived 
Excalibur unit undoubtedly pushed up 
this total, as did the increase in travel 
costs to over £90,000. This no doubt 
reflects the cost of sending party officers 
to the management training courses 
that Dowson organised at his villa near 
Valencia in Spain early on in the three- 
year contract he has with the BNP, 
a contract of which he pointedly 
reminded the “party faithful” in a 
posting on a BNP supporter’s blog 
last month. 

Campaign expenditure was a mere 
£74,580, of which only £41,095 was on 
leaflets and £14,325 was the cost of 
fundraising. Back in March 2008 a 
BNP appeal letter asked for donations 
towards the 2008 London and local 
council election campaigns, promising 
that the London campaign would cost 
at least £80,000. That now emerges as 
another lie. 

The party did buy 429,000 of 
equipment, far less than it made out 
when it moved into the Excalibur unit. 
It also spent 419,550 on buying 
vehicles. The figure does not include the 
“truth truck”, an advertising vehicle and 
trailer better known as the lie lorry. 
Contrary to statements in fundraising 
appeals, including one as recently as last 
month, that the lorry was “bought and 
paid for”, Searchlight established that 
the party was renting it from Dowson’s 
Adlorries.com business. The accounts 

do not refer to the “Truth Truck” by 
name but reveal that the party 
leases one vehicle under an 
agreement that does not 
give “rights approximating 
to ownership”. 

Strangely, both income 
* and expenditure for the 

BNP’s Red White and Blue 
annual summer festival are 
recorded as nil. Has this gone 
“off balance sheet” or are 

the figures hid- 
den under other 
headings, _ per- 
haps to disguise 
a large loss? 
Eeaehs ere 
accounts also 
reveal some 
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New premises for Excalibur lasted less than a 
year before the landlord booted the BNP out 


interesting non-financial _ details. 
The Young BNP was “defunct” during 
the year, “with the failed head being 
removed at the end of the year and 
replaced by a new team”. The reference 
is to the summary dismissal of Danny 
Lake and his replacement by Mike 
Howson, a man in his mid-forties, after 
Lake raised concerns about the 
“psychopathic” behaviour of Mark 
Bulman, an erratic and alcoholic 
teenage YBNP member who was also 
treasurer of Howson’s BNP branch. 

The BNP’s security department is 
described as responsible for running 
party events “correctly to ensure the 
health and safety of all those attending”. 
This is the bunch of thugs who 
surround Griffin wherever he goes and 
have scant concern for the “health 
and safety” of those on the receiving end 
of their activities. 

The South African influence 
remained strong, with both Arthur 
Kemp and Lance Stewart on the party’s 
15-strong Advisory Council. Kemp is 
the BNP’s website editor and during 
2008 was also in charge of Excalibur 
dispatch and “developing Voting 
Membership educational material”. 
Stewart, a former high-ranking officer 
in the South African Police, heads the 
BNP’s “Intelligence Department”. 

BNP members, of whom the accounts 
state there were 9,801 at 31 December 
2008, may mostly not understand or 
care about the shambolic state of the 
BNP’s finances or the constant lies, 
though many are getting fed up with 
constantly being asked for money, 
which they can now see goes not 
on trying to win elections, but on 
maintaining the party structure. ~< 


Feature 


Electoral Success in 
Europe hides 
problems at home 


David Williams reviews how the BNP fared in 2009 


HOPE not hate presented a 95,000 signature weap A: aah the most successful 


petition to the European Parliament in for the British National Party 
Strasbourg on the day the BNP MEPs took since Nick Griffin took the helm 
their seats, saying that the BNP does not in 1999. A decade as leader of 
speak for the British people the BNP was crowned in June when 


(next page) Some of the people who sent in 


their photos in support Griffin and his fellow veteran fascist 


Andrew Brons were elected as 
Members of the European Parliament 
for the North West and Yorkshire 
and the Humber regions respectively. 
This victory, generated largely by the 
MPs’ expenses furore and voter apathy, 
gave the BNP an international platform 
and generous European funding to staff 
the MEPs’ constituency offices. 

Griffin did not have it all his own 
way, however, and 2009 was not without 
its setbacks for the party. The BNP 
began 2009 nearly £170,000 in debt, a 
sizeable sum for a party with a turnover 
of around £1 million in 2008 and an 
inauspicious start to its European 
election campaign. A big rise in staff 
and administration expenditure was 
largely responsible. 

Its turgid racist publications 
continued to be loss leaders. In an 
attempt to make Identity more saleable, 
and financially viable, Griffin ordained 
that the magazine should cease monthly 
publication and become quarterly. 
Voice of Freedom, which Searchlight 
revealed Griffin wanted to scrap, 
was kept on out of obduracy but its 
editorship passed from Martin 
Wingfield to Mark Collett, who 
surprisingly has so far failed to run it 
into the ground, although it compares 
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poorly with Wingfield’s editions. 
The BNP has turned increasingly to 
the internet as the principal means 
of communicating its message and 
bypassing what it believes to be a 
conspiracy by the “controlled media”. 

The BNP contested 83 council by- 
elections during 2009. Its first foray 
took place on 23 January when Michael 
Barnbrook, a former police inspector, 
contested East Wickham. A hard 
fought campaign left the BNP with 
26.5% of the vote and within a whisker 
of victory in a seat it believed it would 
win. The rest of the year was a similar 
story of wasted effort and dismal defeat 
with conspicuous failures in Barnsley, 
Sandwell and South Oxhey. The sole 
exception was a shock victory for 
Paul Golding in Sevenoaks, Kent, in 
February, though the local newspapers 
soon exposed him as a liar and a do- 
nothing councillor. 

Two BNP councillors resigned their 
seats in 2009, one in Nuneaton and 
Bedworth, the other on Loughton town 
council. Both by-elections were held on 
10 December. On the eve of poll 
Simon Darby, the party’s deputy leader, 
speculated expectantly: “Now things are 
finally starting to settle down a bit we 
can look forward to more reliable voting 
patterns with a view to predicting what 
may happen at the general election’. 
The double defeat was probably not 
what he had in mind. 

In both these by-elections and many 
other elections during the year the 


HOPE not hate campaign was central 
to letting voters know the true nature of 
the BNP. 

There were raised eyebrows when 
Pat Richardson, the token Jewish BNP 
councillor, attended an American white 
supremacist conference on the theme of 
“Preserving Western Culture”, which 
involved a number of Jewish racists 
and Islamophobes keen to distance 
themselves from the antisemitic 
outbursts of men like David Duke. 
This was part of a broader strategy by 
Griffin to distance the party from the 
stain of antisemitism, which bedevils far- 
right politics in Britain. At the beginning 
of the year Griffin stated that he had “no 
time” for antisemites, despite being one 
himself and surrounding himself with 
them. It failed to fool anyone other than 
some of the more gullible BNP members. 

The centrepiece of the year was of 
course the European election campaign. 
The BNP set out its stall early with 
a provocative “Battle of Britain” 
theme, which misappropriated iconic 
images of the Second World War in 
an attempt to draw parallels between 
the fight against Nazism and the BNP’s 
fight against “Islam”. The universally 
derided campaign got off to a bad start 
when someone noticed that the Spitfire 
fighter plane pictured on the BNP’s 
website and leaflets belonged to the 303 
Squadron of the RAF, consisting of 
Polish flyers, undermining at a stroke 
the party’s campaign against East 
European immigrants. 


Griffin's continual wearing of the 
poppy in an effort to associate himself 
with the Armed Forces angered the 
British Legion, while his usurpation 
of Churchill's image angered the 
Churchill family and several senior 
military personnel. 

The BNP campaign was hampered 
from start to finish by its ineptitude and 
extremism, which brought a welter of 
negative publicity. Aware that this was 
its biggest chance to break into the 
political mainstream, the BNP pulled 
out the stops to shed its extremist 
image. This did not go according to 
plan. Searchlight drew the media's 
attention to the party’s Activists’ and 
Organisers Handbook, which stressed the 
need for the BNP to counter the party’s 
stereotypical thuggish image by urging 
members to be seen as ordinary people 
not as “shaven headed football thugs”. 

The Language and Discipline Manual 
provided a similarly rich seam for the 
media to mine with its claims that 
“Black Britons” and “Asian Britons” “do 
not exist”. This exposure of the party’s 
core racist ideology led to the hurried 
removal and _ rewriting of these 
documents as well as some awkward 
questions for Griffin. 

The party suffered from equally 
negative publicity when Searchlight 
tipped off the media that Darby was 
going to Milan, Italy, to address a 
conference of the fascist Forza Nuova. 
He was photographed entering the 
building greeted by fascist salutes 


without any objection from him. 
The media also seized upon racist 
remarks about a black Victoria Cross 
winners and election leaflets featuring 
foreign actors to depict “British workers” 
and BNP sympathisers, which made the 
party look particularly foolish. 

Much of this negative publicity was 
orchestrated by Searchlight, which ran a 
highly effective media operation 
throughout the campaign. Both Darby 
and Wingfield, not to mention Griffin 
himself, paid a backhanded compliment 
to its effective ferocity which, by the eve 
of poll, the BNP had come to believe 
had cost it the election, in which it had 
previously confidently boasted of 
winning up to 12 seats. 

Against the backdrop of the expenses 
scandal Labour voters in particular 
stayed away from the polls on 4 June. 
In an election based on proportional 
representation this was all that was 
needed for Griffin and Brons to win 
election. This was galling, though some 
consolation could be gained from the 
fact that in both regions the BNP vote 
was lower than in the 2004 European 
election. The shock was palpable. In the 
six weeks after the election over 95,000 
people signed HOPE not hate’s Not in 
My Name campaign. 

On the same day the BNP fielded 428 
candidates in the county council 
elections, including a full slate of 75 in 
Essex. It won just three seats, all in areas 
that have seen sustained BNP 
campaigning in recent years, signalling a 
small foothold in a new layer of local 
government that the party had hitherto 
failed to penetrate. 

Victory was not without its costs. 
The BNP spent “nearly £600,000” 
to get Griffin and Brons elected. 
In the aftermath party administrators 
confessed that it had been left 
“bruised” by the outlay. One of its 
bigger donors last year, giving £5,105, 
was Eileen Sheridan-Price, a former 
beauty queen and a friend and admirer 
of the villainous Kray twins who she 
believed made the East End “a much 
nicer, safer place”. The Krays were 
gangsters involved in torture, armed 
robberies, arson, protection rackets 
and murder to enforce their will. 
They were both convicted in 1969 and 
sentenced to life imprisonment, so 
much for the law and order policies of 
the BNP. 

Griffin’s 


attempts to bask in 


glory were short-lived. His effort at a 
victory speech from College Green 
opposite the House of Commons 
ended in ignominy when he was pelted 
with eggs. 


Once elected, Griffin embarked on a 
display of nepotism by handing out jobs 
on his and Brons’s European staff to 
the party faithful. Martin and Tina 
Wingfield, Eddy Butler, Clive Jefferson 
and Chris Beverley in particular were all 
beneficiaries of his policy of jobs for the 
boys (and girls). Activists in the North 
West who had played a key role in 
Griffins campaign were similarly 
rewarded though one, Alistair Barbour, 
did not last long in his position as case 
worker, resigning from his job and party 
membership after less than six months, 
disillusioned with the party which he 
was “sick” of defending against 
accusations of racism, no doubt because 
he couldn't. 

Griffin's victory revealed other 
tensions in the party. Darby stood down 
as West Midlands regional organiser 
and was replaced by Alwyn Deacon, a 
Nuneaton and Bedworth publican. 
This angered Richard and Tanya Lumby 
in Birmingham, who believed that the 
job should have been theirs. It also 
outraged Chris Turner, the Coventry 
BNP organiser, who took exception to 
Deacon following the publication of 
photos of members of the openly nazi 
British Freedom Fighters giving “Sieg 
Heil” salutes outside his pub. Turner, 
furious that Deacon was not disciplined, 
resigned from his post. 

The BNP had hoped to celebrate its 
European election victory at its annual 
Red, White and Blue (RWB) festival in 
August but this proved a damp squib. 
Party members were few and far 
between with maximum attendance on 
the Saturday around 800. The white 


A 
BNP members displayed their racism at the 
party’s Red, White and Blue festival 


supremacist Preston Wiginton, who 
had been invited to the festival, was 
deported back to the United States 
upon arrival at Heathrow. Those who 
attended were regaled with speeches by 
the Swedish fascist Marc Abramsson 
and Griffin’s Italian fascist friend and 
political mentor Roberto Fiore, the 
convicted former leader of the terrorist 
Armed Revolutionary Nuclei, who had 
failed to retain his MEP seat. 

The RWB provided yet more 
evidence of the visceral racism of many 
BNP members when an undercover 
News of the World team filmed several 
members engaged in the mock 
execution and burning of a gollywog doll 
for “crimes” against whites. Other BNP 
members were arrested for giving Nazi 
salutes to protesters against the event, 
two of whom were convicted of racially 
aggravated harassment in December. 

Throughout the later part of 2009 
Griffin was becoming increasingly 
alarmed at the participation of BNP 
members in the confrontational and 
racist activities of the English Defence 
League (EDL), which emerged in 
March 2009 in the wake of an attempt 
by a tiny group of Islamist extremists to 
disrupt the homecoming parade of the 
Royal Anglican Regiment in Luton. 
A number of protests across England 
followed, precipitating clashes with 
anti-fascists and local residents, which 
also acted as a magnet for the forces of 
organised racism despite protests to the 
contrary from EDL organisers. Griffin 
dismissed the EDL as both “Zionist” 
and a state-run “honeytrap”. 

All of this was a distraction for 
Griffin, who was busy attempting to 


coral the variegated forces of the 
European far right into a homogenous 
movement. He had tried and failed to 
precipitate such a union before the 
European elections but afterwards was 
pivotal in marshalling its sparse forces 
into the European Alliance of National 
Movements, a pan-European party 
rather than an official group of the 
European Parliament, which would 
require the support of 25 MEPs. 
It was formed too late in the year to 
apply for EU cash, which was, of course, 
one of its principal aims. 

Griffin courted outrage in November 
when, as his constituents in the North 
West faced severe flooding, he travelled 
to a Nazi conference in Madrid as a 
special guest speaker at a far-right rally 
held to commemorate the death of the 
Spanish fascist dictator General Franco. 
The conference ended in violence after 
which Griffin appears to have paid a 
visit to Franco’s tomb, although the 
party issued a curious non-denial 
about the story that had appeared in the 
Daily Telegraph. On his way to Madrid 
Griffin stopped off in Turin, Italy, a visit 
organised by Fiore. 

While Griffin was off grandstanding 
on the European stage, the BNP was 
beginning to show a distinct lack of 
momentum, a sign perhaps of the 
physical and financial exhaustion 
brought on by the exertions of the 
European election campaign. 

In September Matt Single, the former 
BNP security guard, was fined £200 for 
putting the entire BNP membership list 
online, which made the BNP a laughing 
stock in 2008. Within two months 
Griffin was again wincing with 


Sitting next to Bonnie Greer, Nick Griffin 
lied his way through Question Time in an 
abysmal performance 


embarrassment as he tried to explain 
how yet another membership list had 
been posted online despite his claim 
that such data were now held securely. 
Further irritation was caused to the 
BNP when Searchlight exposed its 
fundraising nexus in Northern Ireland, 
revealing the pivotal role that Jim 
Dowson continues to play in the party, 
which has effectively outsourced central 
functions to a convicted anti-abortion 
extremist. 

For Richard Barnbrook 2009 was 
certainly not a good year. His election to 
the London Assembly in May 2008 
made Barnbrook the toast of the 
BNP. His star has now been eclipsed 
by Griffins election as an MEP. 
Almost immediately Barnbrook lost his 
two staff members, Emma Colgate who 
was poached to become the party 
manager, and Darby who, suspended for 
racist comments about the Archbishop of 
York, jumped ship seemingly having lost 
interest in holding Barnbrook’s hand. 

Shortly afterwards Barnbrook was 
suspended from Barking and 
Dagenham council, where he is the 
BNP’s deputy group leader, and 
officially censured by the Greater 
London Authority for lying about 
murders. He was forced to issue a public 
apology which appeared on his own 
blog and the council website. 

Autumn brought two historic 
moments in the history of the 
British far right. In October Griffin 
appeared on the BBC's flagship 
discussion programme Question Time. 
His performance, watched by over eight 
million people, was lamentable. He lied 
openly and brazenly in response to 
questions about his past statements, 
tried to pretend he had not denied the 
Holocaust by claiming he was legally 
prevented from saying anything on the 
subject, despite being assured by 
the Justice Minister that there was no 
such law, and defended David Duke’s 
Ku Klux Klan as “almost totally 
non-violent”. 

Perhaps more important, at least to 
the cosmetic modernisation of the 
party, was Griffin’s capitulation in 
the legal case brought by the Equalities 
and Human Rights Commission 
(EHRC) that the BNP’s “whites only” 
membership policy contravened the 
Race Relations Act. Griffin, who was 
adamant he would fight the case to the 
death, caved in only days later much to 
the chagrin of many members. Having 


conceded in court, Griffin put the 
question to the vote at the BNP annual 
conference in Wigan, where the “voting 
members”, the party’s key officers and 
activists, rubber-stamped the decision, 
perhaps in the knowledge that a 
protracted legal tussle with the EHRC 
could bankrupt the party. 

The new constitution was to have 
been put to a vote of the full party 
membership, which Griffin had argued 
he was constitutionally obliged to do 
and which the court accepted. However, 
it is understood that the necessary 
Emergency General Meeting will now 
take place several days after Griffin 
returns to court, depriving members of a 
genuine say on their new constitution — 
so much for party democracy. 

Whatever happens, the BNP will 
have to unveil its amended constitution 
soon. What is not in doubt is that its 
core racist values will remain 
unchanged. Further proof, if any were 
needed, was the arrest of another BNP 
member on terrorism charges, this time 
in Kirklees. Terry Gavan admitted 22 
offences and will be sentenced shortly. 

A few days after the annual 
conference the BNP announced that 
Griffin would be contesting the 2010 
general election in Barking, 
unceremoniously abandoning the voters 
of the North West after less than six 
months. Richard Barnbrook had rather 
embarrassingly already launched his 
own “Barnbrook for Barking” campaign 
with a huge billboard on one of 
Barking’s main roads, though stood 
aside for Griffin, seemingly on the 
promise of the supposed sinecure of 
Leader of Barking and Dagenham 
Council, which the BNP believes it will 
win in May. 

Griffins victory in the 2009 
European election has undoubtedly 
coloured perceptions of the success of 
the BNP in 2009. However, it 
overshadows a myriad of serious 
personal, political and financial 
problems that have continued to affect 
the party, which, by any measure, should 
be performing far better than it is in the 
current dismal political and economic 
climate. Although it currently claims 
13,000 members, with another 3,000 
waiting to join after the lifting of the 
membership freeze arising from the 
EHRC legal action, Searchlight 


intelligence suggests that the number 
has barely changed from the 9,801 
recorded at end of 2008. Whether all 
these troubles will continue to hamper 
the BNP in 2010 as it vies to elect its 
first MP and seize control of its first 
council only time will tell. = 
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NICK GRIFFIN 
chairman 

Nick Griffin celebrated 
a decade in charge of 
the BNP with his 
election to the 
European Parliament 
as an MEP for the 
North West. He now 
hopes to top this by 
getting elected as the 
MP for Barking. 


MARK COLLETT 
editor of Voice of 
Freedom and 
director of publicity 
and design 

Long a figure of fun 
following his remark 
in the documentary 
Young, Nazi and 
Proud that he and 
Hitler are immortal, 
Mark Collett designs 
party leaflets and 
publications. He was 
appointed editor of 
the party’s 
newspaper Voice of 
Freedom in June 


EDDY BUTLER 
national organiser 
The architect of the 
successful “rights 
for whites” 
campaign in 
London's Hast End in 
the early 1990s, 
Eddy Butler was 
appointed national 
organiser last year. 
He is responsible for 
internal discipline, 
regional and branch 
organisation and 
elections. 
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CLIVE JEFFERSON 
national nominating 
officer 

The North West 
regional organiser, 
Clive Jefferson was 
appointed national 
nominating officer 
at the end of 2009, 
responsible for 
approving BNP 
candidates and the 
party’s descriptions 
and emblems used 
on ballot papers. 


PHILLIP REDDALL 
national treasurer 
A Shropshire BNP 
activist and Young 
BNP officer, Phillip 
Reddall faces the 
unenviable task of 
getting the party 


» finances into shape 
E following his takeover 
as treasurer in 


autumn 2009. 


EMMA COLGATE 
party manager 

A Thurrock BNP 
councillor, Emma 
Colgate is responsible 
for the management 
of party staff. 


PAUL GOLDING 
projects co-ordinator 
A long-term BNP 
activist who stormed 
out of the party in a 
rage in 2003, Paul 
Golding returned to 
lead on “projects” 
and campaigns. 
Much of his effort 
goes into in 
“Operation 
Fightback”, the BNP 
campaign to harass 
newspapers that 
print stories to 
which the BNP 
objects. Golding, a 
BNP councillor in 
Sevenoaks, is also 
responsible for the 
party’s organisers’ 
bulletin, campaigns 
and fundraising. 


ANDREW BRONS 
MEP 

Andrew Brons was 
elected as an MEP 
for Yorkshire and 
the Humber last 
June but has been 
far less prominent 
than Griffin. Brons 
started his political 
career in the Hitler- 
worshipping National 
Socialist Movement 
and was part of the 
leadership of the 
National Front, 
notorious for its 
racism, 
antisemitism and 
violence. 


SIMON DARBY 


deputy chairman and 


national press officer 
A former personal 
assistant to Richard 
Barnbrook, the BNP 


member of the London 


Assembly, Darby was 


suspended for insinuating 
that the Ugandan-born 


Archbishop of York was a “spear thrower”. 
Darby is now on the staff of the two BNP MEPs. 


ARTHUR KEMP 
Excalibur 
merchandise and 
BNP website editor 
The author of the 
white supremacist 
tome March of the 
Titans and implicated 
in the murder of the 
ANC activist Chris 
Hani in South Africa, 
Arthur Kemp is the 
principal ideologue in 
the BNP after Griffin. 
He edits and writes 
much of the content 
of the BNP website 
and runs the party’s 
Excalibur merchan- 
dising operation. 

He has close links to 
American extremists. 


JOHN WALKER 
deputy press officer 
John Walker, who 
was demoted from 
his role as BNP 
treasurer in 2008, 
has re-emerged 
following a stint as 
despatch manager to 
become deputy press 
officer, taking some 
of the strain off 
Simon Darby. 


DAVE HANNAM 
deputy treasurer 
(regions) 

Widely derided as 
incompetent at the 
time of the BNP’s 
“winter of discon- 
tent” in 2007/08, 
Dave Hannam was 
to be stripped of his 
position with the 
announced abolition 
of the role of deputy 
treasurer. Since then 
Hannam, who has a 
conviction for 
distributing 
antisemitic leaflets, 
has returned to 
favour. 


ALWYN DEACON 
dispatch and 
logistics manager 
Alwyn Deacon, 

the lynchpin of 
Nuneaton and 
Bedworth BNP, 
runs literature 
distribution and 
internal party 
logistics from an 
industrial unit in 
Nuneaton and is 
responsible for the 
“truth truck”, 

the party’s leased 
advertising vehicle. 
Deacon is also the 
West Midlands 
regional organiser, 
an appointment that 
caused dissension 
among the region’s 
members. 


DEREK DAWSON 
BNPtv director 
A longstanding 
Burnley BNP activist 
and councillor, 
Derek Dawson is the 
principal camera- 
man for BNPtv, the 
party’s multimedia 
“ operation. Last 
summer a civil court 
ruled that Dawson 
‘ had attempted to 
defraud an 
insurance company 
by making a false 
claim amounting 
to £30,000. 


JOHN BEAN 
editor Identity 

A veteran extremist 
beloved by Griffin, 
who brought him 
into the BNP to edit 
the party journal 
Identity, John Bean 
remains nominally 
the editor of the 
now quarterly 
publication, Bean 
has been involved in 
numerous parties 
since his first foray 
into politics with Sir 
Oswald Mosley’s 
Union Movement at 
_ the start of the 

‘ 1950s. 


REYNOLDS 
security 
department 
Martin Reynolds 
not only acts as 
bodyguard for the 
party leader but is 
also responsible for 
the security at BNP 
national and regional 
events. 


SIMON BENNETT 
website design 
Simon Bennett has 
been responsible for 
the BNP website, its 
design and 
maintenance since 
2006. His recent 
innovations include 
modelling the website 
on Barack Obama’s 
site and introducing 
open social 
networking. He also 
maintains the BNP’s 
email accounts. 


LINZI REYNOLDS 
chairman’s PA 

The wife of Martin 
Reynolds, Linzi 
Reynolds manages 
the party 
chairman’s 
appointments diary. 


TINA WINGFIELD 
NW European office 
manager 

Tina Wingfield was 
promoted in 2009 
from membership 
secretary to run 
Griffin's North West 
constituency office 
and act as his 
personal assistant 
following his election 
as an MEP in June. 
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CHRIS BEVERLEY 
Yorkshire & the 
Humber European 
office manager 

A Leeds councillor, 
Chris Beverley acts 
as office manager 
and PA to Andrew 
Brons, MEP A fluent 
German speaker, he 
also liaises with the 
nazi NPD in 
Germany. 


MARTIN WINGFIELD 
MEPs’ communica- 
tions and campaigns 
officer 

A former National 
Front chairman and, 
until June 2009, 
editor of the BNP’s 
newspaper Voice of 
Freedom, Martin 
Wingfield was 
promoted in June 
2009 following Nick 
Griffin’s election as 
an MEP He now runs 
communications and 
campaigns for both 
MEPs. 


TOM GOWER 
enquiries secretary 
Tom Gower, the new 
Coventry organiser, 
is in charge of public 
enquiries and the 
dispatch of 
information packs. 


JENNIFER MATTHYS 
membership 
secretary 

Nick Griffin’s newly 
married daughter, 
Jennifer Matthys, 
processes member- 
ship renewals from 
the BNP bunker in 
Northern Ireland. 


LEE BARNES 

legal department 

A foul-mouthed, 
antisemitic and 
racist activist, Lee 
Barnes heads the 
party’s legal depart- 
ment, though ap- 
pears to spend most 
of his time spewing 
bile on his personal 
blog. Although he 
has a law degree, he 
is not qualified to 
practise as a 
solicitor or barrister. 
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CLIVE WAKELY 
Land and People 
Clive Wakely, a long- 
term West Country 
BNP activist, runs 
the BNP’s “Land and 
People” rural affairs 
front group following 
the departure of the 
Bournemouth BNP 
activist Barry 
Bennett after a row 
with his local party. 


MIKE HOWSON 
national youth 
officer 

A former soldier and 
fractious West 
Country regional 
organiser, Mike 
Howson runs the 
Young BNP as well as 
its student 
organisation such as 
it is, despite being in 
his mid forties. 


RICHARD 
BARNBROOK 
London Assembly 
member 

For just over a year, 
Richard Barnbrook 
was the BNP’s 
highest elected 
office-holder until he 
was eclipsed by the 
election of the 
party’s two MEPs. 
His parliamentary 
hopes were dashed 
when Nick Griffin 
decided to stand in 
Barking. Barnbrook 
now aspires to 
become leader of 
Barking and 
Dagenham council if 
the BNP wins a 
majority in May. 


JAMES NORTH 

BNP councillors’ 
representative 

A relatively recent 
addition to the BNP 
James North, a 

BNP parish councillor 
in the East Midlands, 
has succeeded to the 
role formerly held 

by Barnbrook, 
providing guidance 
and support to 
incumbent BNP 
councillors and those 
who desire to ascend 
to such lofty heights. 


COLIN GOODGROVES 
political admin- 
istration officer 
Colin Goodgroves and 
his wife Sue are 
responsible for 
“officer registra- 
tions” as well as for 
subscriptions to the 
BNP publications 
Identity and Voice of 
Freedom. 


LANCE STEWART 
national intelligence 
officer 

A former high- 
ranking officer in the 
South African Police, 
Lance Stewart heads 
the BNP’s “Intel- 
ligence Department”. 


LYNNE MOZAR 
Trafalgar Club 
secretary 
Foulmouthed Lynne 
Mozar first came to 
prominence in the TV 
documentary BNP 
Wives, in which she 
defended the use of 
the terms “Pakis” 
and “niggers” and 
was filmed shouting 
“fat slag” at a passer 
by while she was 
manning a BNP stall 
opposing the building 
of a mosque. She now 
works full-time for 
the “relaunched” 
BNP fundraising and 
dining club. 
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a. 


BNP uses dodgy sources to 


Tired of touting Holocaust denial, Nick Griffin has 
embraced a new mantra, climate change denial, 


reports David Williams 


IN HIS POSITION as an MEP Nick 
Griffin, the leader of the British 
National Party, is a member of the 
European Parliament's environment 
committee (ENVI). As such he was 
invited to join the European 
Parliament’s delegation to the 
Copenhagen (COP15) summit in 
Denmark last month, at which 
delegates from 193 nations tried to 
negotiate an agreement on curbing 
greenhouse gas emissions to prevent 
hazardous climate change. The irony is 
that Griffin doesn’t believe, or worse 
doesn’t care, about climate change, 
man-made or otherwise. 

To coincide with Griffin's 
grandstanding at Copenhagen the 
BNP produced a turgid 40-page 
document entitled Debunking Global 
Warming in an attempt to refute “man- 
made global warming”. It was hastily 
cobbled together from an array of 
sources, many uncited, to give it a veneer 
of scientific reasoning. 

The pamphlet proudly proclaims 
that it demonstrates that “the claim that 
the world is warming on account 
of greenhouse gases is based upon 
limited, prejudicial and manipulated 
information’. It does nothing of the 
sort. Instead the document dredges up 
the work of a number of well-known 
climate change sceptics and outright 
deniers, whose scientific argumentation 
is highly selective if not downright 
unreliable. 

Foremost 


among its sources is 


Christopher Monckton, the hereditary 
third Viscount Monckton of Brenchley, 
a peer who recently joined the UK 
Independence Party and believes that 
climate change activists who tried to 
debate with him are “Nazis” and “Hitler 


Youth”. His basic thesis is identical to 
that of the BNP: that climate change is 
a conspiracy to create a communist 
“world government”. Even Rod Liddle, 
who is not known for his sympathy 
for the environmental community, 
described Monckton as a “swivel-eyed 
maniac”. 

According to The Guardian, “There is 
also evidence within the document that 
Lord Monckton ... was approached by 
the BNP and assisted them in drafting 
the document by writing a précis of his 
sceptical views, as well as where similar 
views can be found online”. This is a 
rather curious position for a UKIP 
member, especially its newly appointed 
spokesman on climate change, to take. 

Another of the authorities on whom 
the BNP has relied heavily for its flawed 
arguments is Professor Ian Plimer, an 
Australian geologist, not a climate 
change scientist. Plimer’s book on 
climate change entitled Heaven and 
Earth: Global Warming — The Missing 
Science is, according to George 
Monbiot, the award-winning 
environmental activist, “filled with 
fabrications” while Plimer “continues to 
restate facts after they have been shown 
to be wrong” . This tendency is not 
limited to facts about climate change 
but extends to his own field of geology. 

One such notion is that the world has 
not warmed but has been cooling since 
1934. As The Guardian noted of this 
“bizarre position”, particularly as 1998 
was the hottest year on record and eight 
of the ten hottest years ever recorded 
have been in this century, “Even global 
warming critic Lord Nigel Lawson 
doesn't say silly things like that”. 

Plimer dismisses criticisms of his 
flawed work as “pathetic nit-picking” 


and concocts webs of conspiracy about 
why his arguments are not accepted by 
mainstream science rather than having 
the gumption to admit that he is wrong. 

The BNP takes all of Plimer’s and 
Monckton’s verbiage at face value 
because it serves the party’s “nationalist” 
cause. Anxious to use Plimer’s academic 
credentials to validate its own knee-jerk 
position, Griffin's party is interested in 
neither science nor humanity. Griffin is 
only interested in climate change and 
environmentalism in general insofar as 
he can use it to buttress his racist 
opposition to immigration. By retooling 
immigration as an environmental 
instead of a biological threat, he can co- 
opt the arguments of environmentalists 
such as Jonathan Porritt and James 
Lovelock regarding overpopulation. 

Rather than recognise this fact 
and ignore Griffin as a man with 
nothing to contribute to the debate on 
the future direction of mankind, the 
Daily Telegraph rushed straight to 
the racist bigot to elicit his views on 
climate change as if his foolish opinions 
carried any weight. Griffin did not 
disappoint and regaled the Telegraph 
with his thesis that global warming was 
a “hoax” designed to assist in increasing 
taxes on European citizens. 

Griffin dismisses those urging 
action on climate change as “mass 
murderers” for supporting biofuels. 
Although biofuels are indeed highly 
controversial, driving up the price of 
food for the poorest by taking arable 
land out of circulation to grow crops 
for supposedly more environmentally 
friendly fuel sources, Griffin distorts 
and exaggerates such arguments to 
promote his extreme position. 

Griffin stated pompously, “it is a 


‘debunk’ climate change 


crime against humanity which in future 
will be seen as an enormous man-made 
famine. Under Stalin 20 million died, 
under Chairman Mao 30 million 
died. This will be the third and the 
greatest famine of the modern era and 
I regard that as a crime.” 

There is of course no proof to back up 
Griffin’s assertions, which were ironic 
given his lack of humanitarian concern 
for the developing world. The BNP has 
vowed to cancel all foreign aid in the 
unlikely event that it ever comes to 
power, an inhuman position that would 
doubtlessly drive many more to poverty 
and famine. 

Ben Stewart of Greenpeace put 
Griffin firmly in his place noting that 
his “conversion to the causes of the 
developing world is as surprising as it is 
cynical ... In reality the environmental 
and development groups he has been 
disparaging have been in the forefront 
of concerns about biofuels. Griffin's 
claims that climate change is a hoax is 
one of the many curious things going on 
between his ears.” 

Jo Leinen, leader of the European 
Parliament’s delegation to COP15 and 


chair of the ENVI committee, also 
repudiated Griffin's ill-informed views. 
He told Searchlight. “The European 
Parliament has been demanding an 
ambitious global agreement on climate 


protection with an overwhelming 
majority in the Strasbourg Plenary in 
November 2009. Nick Griffin belongs 
to a tiny minority of climate change 
deniers. He can speak only on his own 
behalf but not on behalf of the 
European Parliament. 

“Climate Change deniers have been 
very weak in their argumentations 
throughout the legislative work in the 
European Parliament. They have no 
scientific evidence or objective facts for 
their positions.” 

Leinin concluded: “In an open society 
we have to live with controversial 
opinions. We therefore do not exclude 
Nick Griffin from the EP delegation 
to Copenhagen.” 

Except for the Daily Telegraph Griffin 
was rightly ignored by the mainstream 
media. Perhaps the only media 
organisation listening was Russia Today 
(RT), a 24-hour English language 
television station sponsored by the 


Russian state-owned RIA Novosti news 
agency, which interviewed Griffin on 
the alleged forgery of data from Russian 
weather stations. RT is the channel that 
inexplicably interviewed Bob Bailey, 
leader of the BNP councillors in 
Barking and Dagenham, about the 
situation in Afghanistan several months 
ago and whose journalists also 
interviewed Griffin during the dismal 
failure that was the 2009 Red, White 
and Blue festival in Derbyshire. 

Griffin also mounted his own media 
exercise with an excursion onto Twitter 
during the conference, a sign perhaps 
that he had no genuine contribution 
to make and so was left fiddling with 
his mobile phone while awaiting the 
arrival of Simon Darby, the BNP’s 
deputy leader and one of the BNP 
MEPs’ staff, who flew into Denmark 
on 18 December. 

There was never the slightest chance 
that Griffin would have any impact on 
COP15.The best he could muster was a 
tweet promising a bottle of whisky to 
the first person to send him a 
photograph of a snowman holding 
a sign reading “Global Warming? 
It’s a HOAX! BNP”. That pretty much 
summed up Griffin’s contribution to the 
conference, truly pathetic stuff from a 
racist bigot who demands to be taken 
seriously as a politician. 

Griffin was merely there on a 
glorified junket, temperamentally and 
ideologically unwilling to help forge a 
solution to the problem of global 
warming which, whether Griffin likes it 
or not, looks set to have potentially 
devastating consequences for the 
human race. 

Like Nero, Griffin is content to fiddle 
while Rome burns. << 
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Stoke BNP leader steps down 


ft 


BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY 
councillors in Stoke-on-Irent have 
denied that the sudden resignation of 
Alby Walker (pictured) as leader of the 
BNP council group last month was 
the result of differences between him 
and his colleagues over the group's 
future direction and leadership. 

His decision represents a serious 


Barnbrook apologises at last 


THE BNP’S London Assembly 
member has finally apologised for 
inventing three murders in Barking 
and Dagenham. 

Richard Barnbrook (pictured) had 
made a video in September 2008 in 
which he claimed that two people had 
been murdered with knives on the 
borough’s streets two weeks earlier 
and there had been a murder of a 
young girl a week before that. 
Admitting that he had failed to 
remove or amend the videos once he 
knew that the information was 


incorrect, Barnbrook declared that 
he would continue to speak out on 
knife crime but had “no wish, 


th 


blow to the party, which is hoping to 
do well in the May elections and put 
itself in a strong position for next year, 
when all the seats on the council will be 
up for grabs. 

Walker had tried to instil in his 
colleagues a need to be more effective 
in their wards to combat their image 
as lazy, do-nothing councillors, 


however, to stoke fear of crime” 
and realised “the importance of 
conveying accurate information’, 
something that would be a first 
for the BNP. 

Barnbrook, who is also deputy 
leader of the BNP group on 
Barking and Dagenham council, 
had been found guilty at a standards 
committee hearing on 24 September 
of bringing the council and the 
Greater London Authority into 
disrepute by leaving incorrect 
information of a high profile nature 
on his blog for over four months. 

He has now set his sights on 
becoming leader of Barking and 


though many of the nine-strong 
group still rarely contribute to council 
debates. Walker himself sits on two 
council committees and _ several 
community bodies. 

The BNP group was universally 
attacked for refusing to participate in 
later rounds of the Council Leader 
election last June after Walker was 
knocked out. 

Walker, 52, who is unlikely to defend 
his Abbey Green seat in May, cited work 
— he has a joinery business — and family 
commitments, including his wife’s 
treatment for cancer. Ellie Walker 
herself, a BNP councillor in the same 
ward as her husband, intends to 
continue in her role despite her illness. 
She described his decision as “a shame as 
he is really the backbone of the group”. 

Walker was very much in favour with 
the BNP leader, Nick Griffin, who has 
described Stoke as the jewel in the 
BNP’s crown. Walker had been 
expected to stand as the BNP candidate 
in Stoke-on-Trent Central in the 


general election, one of the BNP’s key 
target seats. 


Dagenham 
council if the 
BNP takes control 
in May, after being 
thwarted in his 
parliamentary 
'’ ambitions by Nick 
Griffin's decision to stand 
in Barking at the general election. 
If the BNP succeeds in the borough, 
Barnbrook has indicated that he 
would give up his London Assembly 
seat, which would then be offered to 
Bob Bailey, the BNP’s London 
regional organiser and present BNP 
group leader on Barking and 
Dagenham council. 


BNP council leader to face 
standards committee 


THE BNP’S COUNCIL group leader in Barking and Dagenham is to 
follow his deputy to the standards committee. Bob Bailey 
(pictured below) will face a hearing as a result of complaints 
about his remarks at a planning committee meeting that was 
considering an application to convert an unused office block on 
an industrial site to a church in which the majority of the 
congregation would be Nigerian. 

Bailey is reported to have said that the borough did not want 
more Nigerian churches and any more Nigerian children. 
Other councillors at the packed meeting, at which members of 
the church concerned were also present, complained that his 
remarks were racist and also considered he had breached 
planning committee rules by indicating that he would vote 
against the application on racial grounds rather than consider it 
based on planning principles. 

The complaint is not the only matter troubling Bailey at present. 
Although he is the BNP’s London organiser, it seems he was not 
consulted when Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, decided to appoint 
himself prospective parliamentary candidate in Barking. Even 
worse, perhaps, he was kept in the dark when it was simultaneously 
announced that Richard Barnbrook, currently his deputy, would be 
made leader of the BNP group on the council at his expense. 

At last December's meeting of the full council Bailey turned on 
Barnbrook, in full view of Griffin sitting in the public gallery 
surrounded by a large group of mean-looking mindeys, as 
Barnbrook began to regurgitate the old “Africans for Essex” lie. 
This was the BNP’s attempt during the 2006 council elections to 
tap into concern over the lack of affordable local housing by 
claiming there was a secret scheme under which “Africans” were 
being given £50,000 grants to buy homes in the borough. 

As Barnbrook started claiming that new council houses being 
built would go to Africans, Bailey told him that he was out of order 
and to shut up. A domestic row between the two ensued, with 
Barnbrook insisting he would say what he liked. 

“Not while | am leader,’ Bailey retorted bluntly. 

The BNP fared little better later that evening. It seems Bailey 
had booked a committee room for a party meeting 
immediately after the council assembly and 
Griffin's security team stood at the door not 
letting anyone in. However when Bill Murphy, 
corporate director of resources, discovered what 
was going on, he promptly threw them all out. 

Meanwhile one of Bailey's Barking and 
Dagenham council colleagues, Lawrence 
Rustem, has been musing over the need for 
members of the Young BNP to “make inroads 
into society” .by choosing careers in 
advertising, the media, teaching, the civil 
service and the legal profession. To prepare 
for this the party should aid what he terms 
a “nationalist march through the 
institutions’, by which he means BNP 
members should attend top universities 
to obtain the necessary degrees so that 
they can “move towards the careers that 
we want them to be positioned in’. 
How BNP youngsters will gain entry to such 
universities Rustem fails to explain. 


BNP councillor forced 
to apologise 


ANOTHER BNP councillor has 
joined Richard Barnbrook in 
apologising for a false murder 
accusation. Mark Logan (pictured), 
the party’s lone Havering councillor, was 
ordered by his council’s standards committee to 
write to every other councillor apologising for 
accusing the ruling Conservatives of “murdering” 
a constituent by forcing her to move. 

At a Harold Hill area committee meeting in 
October 2008, Logan blamed Havering Council 
for causing the death of 92-year-old Anne 
O’Kane because she had to move from her 
bungalow, one of a group of houses being 
demolished to make way for a huge new 
development. 

The standards committee ruled that Logan 
had brought the council into disrepute by making 
his accusation of murder. They also said he 
showed no respect for the family of the deceased 
constituent by naming her. 

Logan is awaiting a second _ standards 
committee hearing, planned for this month, in 
relation to allegations of misconduct surrounding 
a dispute with Mark Gadd, a Conservative 
councillor, over where Gadd lives and whether he 
has a right to stand as a councillor. 


A maid for Thurrock 


EMMA COLGATE 
(pictured), the BNP’s 
councillor in Thurrock, is 
basking in the recognition 
she received recently from 
HOPE not hate that she 
d works hard and has a 100% 
Re, / council attendance record. 
She has even gone so far as to include the quote 
on a local leaflet announcing her selection as the 
BNP’s general election candidate for Thurrock. 
It’s a pity she cannot get her facts right, however, 
as she describes the politically independent 
HOPE not hate campaign as affiliated to the 
Labour Party. 

Under the heading “Emma Colgate maid in 
Thurrock”, the picture of her shows she has filled 
out considerably since posing for the photo we 
used of her on our website in November, though 
not as much as Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, 
pictured alongside her. 

Strangely, Colgate reproduced HOPE not 
hate’s entire article on her new blog in November, 
complete with our ridiculing of Griffin's claim in 
a fundraising letter that the BNP could win 
Thurrock with 27%. That was the letter in which 
Griffin stated he would be standing in Thurrock, 
just days before announcing that he would in fact 
stand in Barking. 

We must admit, however, that “maid in 
Thurrock” is an excellent slogan for Colgate. She 
would make a perfect picture with bucket and mop. 


International 
roundup 


KAMPF 


EINE FABELHAFTE GESCHICHTE VON INTRIGE, PR 


marginal in France. 


NICK GRIFFIN’S allies in the youth 
wing of the nazi German National 
Democratic Party (NPD), the Young 
National Democrats (JN), have launched 
a propaganda campaign with a comic 
titled The Great Struggle: Ducks against 
Hens. Originally written by George 
Lincoln Rockwell, the former leader of 
the American Nazi Party, the comic, 
which was used in the NPD’s national 
election campaign, is already in its second 
30,000-copy edition and is available from 
fascist websites. 

The comic relates the “fable” of “good- 
natured and hard-working ducks” that 
offer asylum to hens who are portrayed as 
disreputable and sly and who later seize 
power from the ducks, smashing down any 
protest or resistance. In another part of the 
comic, the hens also try to take over in 
“goose country” and “swan country” with 
acts of violence. 

The antisemitic stereotypes are all too 
obvious. In line with the basest elements 
of fascist ideology, the hens — read Jews — 
poison wells, cattle and land, and hire 
murderers. The solution offered — that the 
hens migrate to another area where they 
will isolate themselves — refers directly to 
the anti-migration politics of the far right. 


fascist” Parisians, adopted a look copied 
from the autonomous nationalists 
across the Rhine, in particular the black 
flag. The group soon flopped. 

In the past two years, the small 


Elsewhere, activists desperate for 
“street cred” can buy the full 
“autonomous” uniform — black hoodies, 
baseball caps etc, and develop dress 
codes that enable adherents to identify 
each other, as with the nazi Thor Steinar 
brand in Germany and Scandinavia. 

This fascination for German 
nationalism highlights how short 
memories are in the east European 
countries once invaded by Hitler's 
hordes and now colonised by German 
fascist fashion imperialism. 

In contrast, only one rarely visited 
website claims to represent this 
trend in France, where it has not taken 
root, though not for want of trying. 
One example was Pro Patria in 
2006-07. This group of largely “old 


number of autonomous nationalists 
that do exist have only crawled out of 
the woodwork twice, once at an “anti- 
capitalist” gathering in 2008 against 
foreign traders in the Paris business 
district of La Défense, and again at a 
demonstration conducted at running 
speed through the streets of Paris 
against the accession of Turkey to 
the European Union. No more than 15 
people attended these events. Fascists 
in Lorraine also used the autonomous 
nationalist label at a public appearance 
in 2009 but without hooking up to the 
German role model. 

Most young French nationalists are 
simply not ready to give up the 
folklore and the traditional cultural 
references of French fascism. 


BNP allies distribute nazi comic 


From Michael Klein for Antifa-Net in Berlin 


This sick venture is the NPD’s latest 
attempt to indoctrinate young people. 
The JN, founded in 1969, has often been 
more openly nazi than its parent. Its role, 
whether as a youth recruitment tool or as a 
stalking horse for “modernising” the 
ideological profile of the party, has made it 
a key political player on the far right. 

Young nazi activists who have hitherto 
stayed outside the NPD have flocked to 
the JN recently. The current leader of these 
self-proclaimed “political soldiers” is 
Michael Schafer, a former member of the 
violent nazi “Wernigeréder Aktionsfront”. 
The leader of the JN’s Bavarian branch is 
Norman Bordin, the former head of two 
openly nazi groups. In Saxony, prominent 
JN activists include Thomas Rackow and 
Thomas Sattelberg, both of whom were 
leading members of the Sichsische 
Schweiz nazi skinhead group banned in 
2001 for its violent activities. 

The JN, which targets the 14-35 age 
group, publishes Der Aktivist as its main 
internal organ and Hier & Jetzt (Here and 
Now) as a quarterly magazine with a more 
“intellectual” profile. In addition, it uses 
rallies and concerts to attract young 
political talents and integrate them into 
the murky fascist cultural world. ~= 


/CE Autonomous nationalism fails to gain a foothold 
From Taz for Reflex and Antifa-Net in Paris 
SO-CALLED AUTONOMOUS 


nationalism, a feature of the fascist 
scene in Germany and some east 
European countries, continues to be 


Although there has been some 
evolution in style and symbols over the 
past decade, adoption of the German 
style of autonomous nationalism 
would be too radical a departure from 
French fascist tradition. 

There are other more significant 
influences, especially the Italian “non 
conformist” scene around the band 
Zetazeroalfa and right-wing squats, 
especially in Rome. This influence 
can be detected among the fascist 
Identitaires and in other circles, 
including those who supported Pro 
Patria, and largely underlies the small 
Italian-Parisian-Quebecquois crew that 
runs Zentropa, the main French- 
speaking media source on the European 
autonomous nationalist scene. 

Compared to the rising influence of 
fascists in French football stadiums, 
the autonomous nationalist scene is 
small beer and anti-fascists are 
determined to keep it that way. 


’ Nazicult leader retires 


From Henrik Lunde for Antifa-Net in Oslo 


NORWAY’S VANISHING far right | History. He also was a keen support- On Odin’s behalf he established 
suffered a new blow in November er of the deceased US nazi boss websites and a magazine, and started 
when Tore W Tvedt (pictured), leader William Pierce and his National recruiting young men and women, 
of the weird nazi Vigrid cult, Alliance (NA), and spent consider- whom he baptised in bizarre ceremonies 


announced his retirement 
on the grounds of age 
and poor health. 

Tvedt, who had 
been a driving force 
on the right-wing 
extremist scene for 
two decades, started 
out as a_ hardcore 
Holocaust denier and sold 
books and pamphlets 
through his mail 
order outfit, 
the Society 
for ‘True 


Extremist activity grows 


Erik Sidenbladh reports from 
Stockholm for Expo 


A SHOCK REPORT by Searchlight's Swedish sister 
organisation, Expo, has revealed the growth of the 
so-called white power movement in Sweden: 

The report documents 1,946 white power activities 
in 2008, compared to 1,142 in 2007. No fewer than 
39 organisations were active in 2008, 25 of which 
were founded in 2007 or later. Most belonged to the 
nazis’ so-called independent or free networks. 

The largest number of activities took place in 
Stockholm (344), followed by Vastmanland (293), 
Vastra Gotaland (206), Varmland (148) and 
Ostergétland (144). 

The most frequent campaigning involved 
distribution of propaganda material, which accounted 
for nearly 90% of the total. There were 162 
demonstrations, but meetings, concerts and parties 
were far fewer. 

The most active fascist organisation in 2008 was 
the National Socialist Front (now People’s Front), 
which organised 1,176 activities and has a presence 
across most of the country. Next were the Info 14 
network, the Swedish Resistance Movement and the 
Nordic Union. 

The Expo report also highlights how the internet is 
playing a growing role in marketing and sales, 
propaganda, fundraising and mobilising support. 
There were 70 websites with white power related 
content in 2008, 40 of which were new that year. 

There are no figures before 2007 but it appears 
that the number of white power related websites has 
increased dramatically in recent years. More than 
53% of the websites were showcases for groups’ 
activities and 21% were blogs. Six offered e-trade. 


beliefs 
claimed, 
message from the Old Norse _ spreading racist propaganda, Tvedt’s 

, god, Odin. As a result, he arrogance did not diminish. 

— deserted his family and home He openly declared himself a nazi 

and launched Vigrid to spread _ and was tireless in his efforts to build 
the word of the Aryan strug- _up his cult. 


gle, combined with 


able time translating NA material in the woods. Over the years he held 
into Norwegian. 
His turn to even stranger retain his converts. Vigrid never became 
began when, he a functional organisation. 


hundreds of these events but failed to 


he received a Despite two convictions for 


He has now handed over leadership 
Holocaust denial of the cult to his deputy, the Vigrid 
and a fierce “priest” Thorgrim Bredesen. Without 
hatred of ‘Tvedt’s energy and missionary zeal, 
Jews. Vigrid is unlikely to last long. 


a 


Callto rename fascist Goga Street 
From Natasha Pankowska for Antifa-Net 
in Chisinau 


ILIA MARIASH, editor of the 
Jewish newspaper Evreiskoe 
mestechko (Jewish shtetl), has 
demanded the renaming of a 
street in the Moldovan capital 
Chisinau named after the 
poet and politician Octavian 
Goga (pictured). 

Goga’s name carries 
notoriety and infamy in 
Moldova and Romania. Goga 
was the Romanian deputy 
Prime Minister in the late 
1930s, a leading antisemitic 
ideologist, founder of the pro-fascist National Christian Party 
and a cheerleader for Hitler and Mussolini. His “achievements” 
include the introduction of legislation, in January 1938, to strip 
Romanian Jews of their citizenship. At his state funeral in May 
1938, he was buried with a swastika on his coffin. 

Ironically, the street named after him in 1991, immediately 
after Moldova become independent, crosses the former Jewish 
ghetto in Chisinau. More than 10,000 Jews, including many 
children, were held in the Chisinau ghetto in horrific conditions. 
Many were deported to concentration camps in Transnistria and 
very few survived. 

The first attempt to remove Goga’s name was undertaken in 
2007 but was declined by the Chisinau authorities for lack of 
popular support. 

Although Goga was not Moldovan and has no particular links 
with Moldova, there is also a monument to him in Chisinau’s 
main park. 

The reason for this posthumous adulation of Goga is clear: he is a 
key figure for contemporary advocates of pan-Romanian national 
identity and Romanian nationalist extremism in Moldova. 


> International 


by Leonard Zeskind for IREHR and Antifa-Net 


THE PRESIDENCY of Barack 
Obama dominated political events in 
2009. Whether it was discussion of 
the bank bailouts last winter or the 
continuing failure of the government to 
solve the problem of depression-era 
unemployment, the blame or success 
will be laid on the doorstep of Obama’s 
White House. Whether or not 
Congress passes meaningful health care 
reform (it had not done so at the time of 
writing), it will be on this president's 
watch. After announcing an American 
troop surge in Afghanistan, this 
administration now owns that war. 
And whether the fortunes of the far- 
right and white nationalist movements 
rose or fell during the past year, Barack 
Hussein Obama will be regarded — 
rightly or wrongly — as the cause. 

A militia revival, as noted by the 
Southern Poverty Law Center and 
others, did start during last year. 
The militia movement was a ubiquitous 
feature of the white supremacist 
landscape throughout the mid-1990s, 
but faded after the Clinton 
administration cracked down hard in its 
last years. Many of the issues that 
spurred militia activity 15 years ago are 
absent today. No martyrs to the cause 
exist, like the Weaver family in 1992 
and the Branch Davidians in 1993 did. 
Further, the Supreme Court ruled in 
June that the Second Amendment 
ensures an individual's right to bear 
arms, and the Obama administration, 
unlike Clinton’s, has not made gun 
control a legislative priority. Support for 
Second Amendment rights and 


opposition to gun control are always in 
the sights of gunners, hence there 
appears to be a smaller political space 
for militias this time around. Whatever 
their limitations now, however, any time 
that white paramilitary groups gather 


strength, the potential for organised 
racist and bigoted violence increases 
exponentially. 

The assassination of a doctor, the 
shooting death of a Holocaust museum 
guard and the point-blank murders of a 
Latino man and his nine-year old 
daughter, among other crimes, occurred 
during the first half of the year. Coupled 
with an exceedingly high number of 
death threats against the first black 
president, it began to look as if the 
United States might enter a new period 
of heightened racist and bigoted 
violence. According to the Secret 
Service, the death threats slowed down 
in the second half of the year, however, 
and the first year of the Obama 
administration ended mixed, with 
upticks for some racists and down-notes 
for others. 

The stunning failure of David Irving’s 
multi-city American speaking tour to 
reach any new audiences in 2009 — and 
in several notable instances to find any 
audience at all — had nothing to do with 
Obama. The market for Holocaust 
denial material is virtually saturated in 
the United States. In fact, so few 
Americans have been buying the stuff 
that Mark Weber’s Institute for 
Historical Review gave up the game 
and decided just to sell unabashed and 
unvarnished antisemitic propaganda. 
(See “Defiance, Valkyrie, Major Remer, 
Mark Weber and the Limits of 
Holocaust Denial”, 24 January 2009, on 
www.LeonardZeskind.com). 

Throughout the year, in the states 
of Missouri, Arizona, California and 
elsewhere, the National Socialist 
Movement engaged in set-piece street 
theatre. These were public rallies where 
uniformed swastika-emblazoned NSM 
members were protected by police from 
large and usually effective anti-racist 


protests. New members who have joined 


the NSM do so because of the 
organisational disarray in other sectors of 
the national socialist universe and Obama 
is at most a backdrop to those events. 

Similarly, David Duke drew an 
audience of fewer than 75 people in a 
Washington DC hotel on 7 November, 
at a conference sponsored by Willis 
Carto’s American Free Press. The small 
size of the crowd was mostly due to the 
diminished attraction of events 
sponsored by Carto, not because 
Obama is president. 

The Council of Conservative 
Citizens touted increased traffic on its 
website after Obama’s inauguration. 
Last June however, at a Council 
conference in the heart of the 
organisation's territory, Jackson, 
Mississippi, attendance was lower than 
in previous years. While the white-ists 
claimed that 200 travelled to this 


BAMAS FIRST YEAR 


SOCIALIST 
MOVEMENT 


Mississippi meet, a more realistic 
estimate, based on pictures of the 
event, is that about 100 showed up. 
By contrast, at a similar conference in 
Greenville, South Carolina in 2007, 
about 250 people attended. 

In Jackson, the white nationalist 
attorney Sam Dickson said that it was a 
good thing Obama was in office, “so that 
we can see that the people who hate us 
are running this country”. In the same 
speech he averred, “We are no longer 
conservatives, we are revolutionaries”. 
In those two short sentences, he 
reiterated the longstanding presumption 
by white nationalists that the 
government of the United States is in 
the complete grasp of their “racial 
enemies” and nothing short of 
“revolution” will fulfil their quest for 
“white power”. Obama confirmed this 
notion and did not change it. 

Obama’s election did coincide with 


new support for a strategy to carve 
a whites-only territory out of North 
America through racial partition. 
An organisation calling itself the 
Northwest Front opened up shop in 
Oregon and Washington. Operating 
under the tutelage of Harold 
Covington, who has recently written 
four race-war novels that argue for a 
white republic in the Pacific Northwest, 
this group has attracted a few young 
acolytes. Covington has a long and 
unhappy history in the national socialist 
netherworld, however, and this new 
Front’s connection with him almost 
guarantees that it will remain relatively 
small and ingrown. 

Nevertheless, the idea of partition 
gained a new and slightly more coherent 
advocate during 2009. An essay sponsored 
by The Occidental Quarterly argues 
forcefully and coherently for a partition 
strategy. The Occidental Quarterly, with 


half a dozen PhDs on its advisory 
board, has emerged as the central 
address for the most advanced strategic 
thinking among intellectual antisemites, 
scientific racists and anti-immigrant 
white nationalists. And this essay, 
“Towards the White Republic” by 
Michael O’Meara, addresses itself to 
objections to the partition strategy 
raised by the late Sam Francis and 
others, who did not wish to abandon all 
hope of recapturing the United States 
government in its entirety. “Partition” 
rests on the premise that white 
nationalist forces are not strong enough 
to win the entire country back. 

A second tendency, opposite in effect 
from the partition strategy, emerged 
with new vigour in 2009: the “Take Our 
Country Back” Tea Partiers. In contrast 
to the highly developed white 
nationalist consciousness of partition 
advocates, Tea Partiers are more 
ideologically diffuse and in many cases 
deny that they are racists. Denials aside, 
Tea Party protests are chock full of 
explicitly racist sloganeering and their 
emergence in 2009 is the largest and 
most direct response by white racists to 
the election of Obama. It is a developing 
phenomenon (see “Tea parties, race, 
Republicans and the opposition to 
Obama”, Searchlight, October 2009) and 
we can expect to see much more of it in 
2010. If Obama manages to bring 
comprehensive immigration reform 
forward in Congress this year, anti- 
racists should expect to find the Tea 
Partiers standing with the  anti- 


immigrant forces that have long been 
waiting in the rut, hoping to shoot down 
any legislation that contains any form of 
amnesty for undocumented workers. 

It will be on that ground that the 
battle for the future will first be 
fought. ~<a 


International 


ITALY 

Fiore’s fascist 
‘good boys’ 
gang jailed 


By Alfio Bernabei 


Roberto Fiore (right) with his new ally 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky in Moscow 


THE MOST important investigation 
of the last decade into the activities of 
violent nazis has come to an end with a 
court verdict that imposed prison 
sentences totalling 104 years on 18 
people aged between 22 and 35. 

The investigation began in June 2007 
and centred on a group of about 50 
nazis based in Rome, some with links to 
far-right parties, including Forza Nuova 
(FN). The judge, Pietro Saviotti, 
described the group as a “criminal 
association, stable and well-organised”, 
with leaders choosing their targets and 
giving orders to foot soldiers, some 
armed and ready to execute them with 
extreme violence. 

Their crimes included grievous bodily 
harm, for which some of the accused 
were jailed for eight to ten years 


(Fabrizio Ferrari, Andrea  Attilia, 
Alessandro Petrella, and Roberto 
Sabuzi), assaults, stealing and 


destruction of property. The racist 
motivation for some of their actions was 
proven in a number of incidents for 
which they and others were judged 
responsible. Much of the evidence 
obtained by the Carabinieri and 
DIGOS, the anti-terrorist police, was 
obtained from raids on the homes of the 
suspects and telephone intercepts. 
Investigations began following an 
assault on spectators at an anti-racist 
open-air concert in Rome given by the 
ska-punk band Banda Bassotti, known 
for songs focusing on anti-fascism. 
As reported in Searchlight at the time 
(August 2007), about 50 nazis wearing 
crash helmets, with their faces masked 
and shouting fascist slogans, entered 
Villa Ada Park as the concert ended 
soon after midnight, armed with iron 
bars and knives. Three people were 
severely wounded and taken to hospital. 


The well organised nature of the raid, 
with attackers hiding in wait in the 
darkness ready to corner defenceless 
spectators against an iron net, convinced 
the police that they were dealing with 
an organised gang that would probably 
strike again. It was not long before other 
incidents occurred, including an 
attempted arson attack against a gypsy 
camp at Gioia Tauro, southern Italy, the 
destruction of cars outside a stadium as 
revenge for the accidental killing by a 
policeman of a football fan, an assault 
against a police station that brought 
havoc to an entire district of the capital 
and a particularly vicious attack on four 
Romanian immigrants. 

The police tracked down some of the 
suspects and began to listen to 
telephone conversations, which hinted 
at plans to attack politicians. “With 
simple actions like at Gioia Tauro”, one 
of those subsequently arrested was 
heard saying, “no one will take any 
notice of us, two lines in a newspaper 
two weeks later and that’s it. We have to 
do something serious. Something 
perfect, at least once in a lifetime, 
something to make them [MPs] think 
that we are capable of waiting for 
them outside Parliament and hunt me 
[sic] down.” 

The judge cited evidence obtained 
from intercepts that members of FN 
were delegating tasks to elements in the 
gang. Before a torch-lit demonstration 
in Rome against immigration, for which 
no police permission had been 
obtained, Daniele Pinti, the coordinator 
of a local FN branch, was heard saying 
to Francesco Ceci, a gang member, “I 
ask you to pay attention, we need steady 
nerves today because there are women 
and children [present], then those who 
will survive will see the results”. 


Interviewed before the verdict, 
Roberto Fiore, leader of FN, dismissed 
the judge as biased and denied that any 
members of his organisation had been 
involved in any violence. “I know some 
of those who have been arrested and 
have been released, they are good boys,” 
he declared. 

Away from his army of “good boys”, 
who have been photographed wearing 
crash helmets and holding wooden 
sticks, Fiore is cultivating his 
international contacts and may even 
be acting as ambassador-at-large for 
his longstanding friend and political 
pupil Nick Griffin, the BNP leader. 
Russia has become one of his favourite 
destinations. After the copious praise he 
heaped last year on Prime Minister 
Vladimir Putin, probably without much 
of a response, his new chum in the 
steppes is Vladimir Zhirinovsky, leader 
of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) 
and deputy speaker of the Duma, the 
Russian Parliament. 

Fiore has visited Zhirinovsky twice in 
the past few months. On 13 December 
he was seen flanking Zhirinovky on the 
platform at celebrations of the LDP’s 
20th anniversary in Moscow and gave a 
speech in front of 2,000 delegates 
and foreign guests. Fiore described the 
meeting with the LDP leader as “a 
strategic embrace between Russia and 
Europe in defence of liberty”. 

For his part Zhirinovsky said that 
with Fiore he is working towards the 
creation of “a new European force 
stretching from Portugal to the Urals”. 
Both promised that we shall soon hear 
of “initiatives which will demonstrate 
the developments of this important 
political relationship”. 

A small detour embracing the U 
might be on the cards. 


NETHERLANDS 


Groundbreaking conviction 
for hate on the web 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in 


Amsterdam 


THERE IS NO SUCH thing as a 
“semi-public” website, an Amsterdam 
court ruled at the end of November. 
Anyone who posts discriminatory 
texts on the obscure outskirts of the 
internet chooses to be public and 
therefore can be punished if the 
material breaks the law. 

This groundbreaking _— decision 
means that Jos Heitmann (pictured), 
who published offensive material 
about gays, black people, migrant 
women and Jews on the internet 
in 2005 and 2006, is a convicted 
criminal despite being acquitted of 
intentional discrimination last year by 
the European Penal Chamber of the 
Amsterdam Court. 

That court, which deals with cases 
that involve the European Convention 
on Human Rights as well as Dutch law, 
took the view that Heitmann had not 
produced his “writings” in public, but 
on the hard-to-find website Polinco 
(Politically Incorrect). 

People wishing to post comments 
on the Polinco website had to register 
and so, the court held, Heitmann 
was entitled to assume that only like- 
minded people would access his 
articles. Nobody would read them 
“accidentally”. Even though the court 
found Heitmann’s texts unacceptable, 
it acquitted him because there had 
been no discrimination with intent. 

The public prosecutor appealed to 
the Court of Justice, which overturned 
the lower court's ruling. Heitmann was 
given a conditional fine of €900 (£800), 
payable only if he is convicted again in 
the next two years. His computer and 
hard drives were confiscated. 

Meanwhile, on the supposedly 
more moderate shores of the far-right, 
the right-wing populist leader of the 
Freedom Party (PVV), encouraged by 
the results of the Swiss referendum 
on minarets, wants a similar poll in 
the Netherlands. 


Geert Wilders is calling on the Dutch 
government to hold a referendum - 
knowing that the Netherlands has no 
constitutional provision for binding 
referendums and that that the 
government will deny his request — to 
make a political point. 

Wilders recently manoeuvred 
himself into one of his favourite 
positions by deciding to join a 
parliamentary trip to Turkey at the 
start of 2010. His aim was to tell 
the Turks why they can never, “not ina 
million years’, join the European 
Union. “There is’, he has declared, 
“enough Islam in Europe. More of this 
violent ideology and backward culture 
is undesirable.’ 

Spokesmen for the — Turkish 
government responded that they 
would not talk to“a racist and a fascist’, 
although others in Turkey indicated 
their willingness to hold discussions 
with him. 

The Dutch Foreign Minister, Maxime 
Verhagen, questioned the Turkish 
government's refusal to meet Wilders 
but emphasised that the decision was 
a matter for itself. “Wilders,” he said, 
“only champions free speech and 
freedom of travel when he can use it 
but when others use their right to free 
speech against him, he explodes’. 

Wilders replied by labelling anyone 
who backed the Turkish government's 
decision a “coward” and demanded 
guarantees that he would not be 
deported from Turkey to Jordan, 
where he faces blasphemy charges for 
his anti-Islam film Fitna. 

That will not be put to the test 
because the Dutch parliamentary 
delegation has cancelled the trip, 
stating that it could not allow the 
Turkish government to interfere with 
its agenda, despite the fact that the 
meeting with Turkish ministers was 
only a minor part of the visit. 

Mere rage is never enough for 


Nae 


Wilders, however. True to form, he 
went to extremes with an opinion 
article in the daily De Volkskrant, in 
which he hailed the Turkish army, 
which has staged several anti- 
parliamentary coups and committed 
various crimes against humanity, as 
“defenders of Turkish democracy” and 
opposed EU calls for the army “to 
withdraw to barracks’. 

The media focus on Wilders’s trip to 
Turkey kept attention away from 
Martin Bosma, the PVV’s education 
spokesman. Bosma, named as the 
Minister of Education if the PVV 
enters the government in 2011, fared 
miserably in a recent parliamentary 
debate about education policy. 
Desperate to make headlines, he 
stated that every school in the 
Netherlands should raise the Dutch 
flag. However he could not produce a 
reasoned argument to support his 
statement and had to sit down 
humiliated. 

Wilders’s planned trip to the Czech 
Republic to show Fitna has also been 
cancelled. His invitation, which came 
from the Czech senator Jan Oberfalzer, 
of the governing Democratic Popular 
Party, was quickly withdrawn after 
public criticism. ~<a 


International 


“POLAND Ki 
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Nazis from the Polish branch of Combat 18 


with flags using the Chrobry sword emblem. 


Photo: Never Again Association 


THE BRITISH Conservative Party 
leaders obviously do not read Searchlight 
carefully enough. Before the 2009 
European election, we reported on the 
rumoured plan for the Conservatives 
and the controversial Polish Law and 
Justice party (PiS) to form a new right- 
wing group in the European 
Parliament. We warned that the move 
was ill-advised and likely to result in 
serious embarrassment for the Tories. 

Moreover, we predicted that the 
ambitious Polish politician Michal 
Kaminski might end up as the new 
group’s controversial leader and we 
pointed out his shameful record, 
including past membership of the fascist 
National Rebirth of Poland (NOP) and 
the disgraceful role he played, as 
the local MP, campaigning against the 
commemoration of the 1941 Jedwabne 
pogrom, in which several hundred Jews 
perished, burned alive in a barn. 

The information quickly reached in 
the public domain, not least through 
Searchlights coverage, and David 
Cameron has only himself (and_ his 
advisers such as William Hague) to 
blame for the scandal that has engulfed 
them over the past few months. Several 
Jewish supporters of the Conservatives 
have mobilised to defend Kaminski but 
the controversy is unlikely to die down. 
Matters are not helped by Kaminski’s 
stubborn inability to face the facts. 

Kaminski has publicly declared his 


pride in the far-right heritage of the 
prewar nationalist “Endek” (National 
Democrat) movement and he is known 
to have worn the movement’s emblem, 
the Chrobry Sword, until quite recently. 
In Poland he would not even have been 
allowed to enter a football stadium with 
it on his lapel. 

In a statement to the Jewish Chronicle 
in London, Kaminski falsely claimed 
the Chrobry Sword symbol “was used 
around a millennia [sic] ago to crown 
Polish Kings ... In recent years it has 
been taken as a symbol by the far right. 
Although it is not the same, there are 
similarities with how the BNP in 
Britain has taken the Union Jack as 
their symbol. 

“When I felt the symbol started 
having this meaning I stopped wearing 
it and I asked the rest of my party to 
stop too.” 

Nothing could be further from the truth. 

Boleslaw Chrobry was the first king of 
Poland in the 11th century, but the 
symbol has nothing to do with him. 
The Chrobry Sword emblem was 
designed as the symbol of the Greater 
Poland Camp (OWP) in the late 1920s. 
That violent antisemitic organisation, 
based on the fascist model, was banned 
in 1933. 

From the beginning, the Chrobry 
Sword has been a symbol of the Polish 
antisemitic extreme right and retains 
this meaning today. It is also used by a 


variety of extremist groups, such as the 
Polish section of the nazi Combat 18 
terrorist organisation. 

Because of that, the Polish Football 
Association bans it from football 
stadiums. When far-right skinheads and 
their allies launched a campaign to 
demand that the ban be lifted, no less a 
figure than Michel Platini, the UEFA 
President and former French 
international star, wrote to the Polish FA 
on 15 August 2007 calling on it to 
uphold the ban. “The Polish FA is 
correct to remove the symbols of 
extremist and antisemitic organisations 
from stadiums, including those of 
organisations that were banned for 
inciting hatred before the Second World 
War,” he wrote. “We urge the Polish FA 
to enforce these regulations vigorously.” 

The Chrobry Sword together with 
other racist extremist symbols was 


banned at UEFAs Euro 2008 
Championship in Austria and 
Switzerland. An East Europe 


Monitoring Centre was set up by the 
Polish Never Again (Nigdy Wiecej) 
Association and the Football Against 
Racism in Europe network in autumn 
2009. The Centre was formed with 
UEFAs official support to combat racism 
in football in the run-up to the 2012 
European Championships in Poland and 
Ukraine. One of its aims is to make sure 
far-right symbols such as the Chrobry 
Sword do not reappear in football. —<d 


Mara Vladimirova reports for Antifa-Net from Moscow 


A YOUNG ANTI-FASCIST known to his 
friends as the Bonebreaker was cold- 
bloodedly murdered near the door to 
his apartment on Moscow’s eastern 
outskirts on 16 November. Police say 
Ivan Khutorskoy was shot twice in the 
back of the head. 

Khutorskoy, 26, (pictured) was one 
of the leaders of the anti-fascist youth 
movement and a founder of RASH 
(Red and Anarchist skinheads-anti- 
fascists). He provided security at 
anti-fascist rock concerts and for press 
conferences held by Stanislav 
Markelov, the human rights lawyer 
shot dead in January 2009 by fascists. 

His friends and comrades believe his 
murder was the result of his anti- 
fascist activities and are convinced 
that nazis killed him. Photographs of 
Khutorskoy and details of his home 
address, as well as those of other anti- 
fascists, had been published on 
websites similar to the Redwatch site 
that targets British anti-fascists. 

The fatal attack was the fourth 
attempt to kill him. In 2005 nazis 
savagely assaulted him, an incident 
caught on camera and included in the 
documentary Ordinary anti-fascism. 
The second time, his attackers waited 
for him at the entrance of his 
apartment block, stabbed him in the 
neck with a screwdriver and inflicted 
several blows with a baseball bat, but 
he miraculously survived. The third 
attack was carried out a year ago 
when Khutorskoy was stabbed in 
the stomach during a street battle. 
Despite his wounds being almost fatal, 
he survived again. 

On the day of the murder, the 
shadowy “Fighting Organisation of 
Russian Nationalists” (BORN) claimed 


responsibility but there is no evidence 
that this organisation really exists. 

On 17 November, more than 400 
anarchists and anti-fascists gathered at 
one of the central metro stations in 
Moscow to organise _ financial 
assistance for Khutorskoy’s family but 
were attacked by a busload of OMON 
riot police and people from the so- 
called Centre to Counteract Extremism. 

Later that evening, militant anti- 
fascists, enraged by Khutorskoy’s 
murder, attacked the office of the pro- 
Kremlin youth organisation Young 
Russia (Rossiya Molodaya) with stones, 
flares and road signs. Young Russia 
openly cooperates with the fascist 
Russian Image (Russky Obraz), which 
has been linked to the suspected 
assassins of Markelov and the anarchist 
journalist Anastasia Baburova. 

Young Russia is known for staging 
street rallies against anti-Kremlin 
politicians and has been identified 
as involved in several attacks on 
anti-government protesters and 
opposition youth activists. Young 
Russia's leader, Maxim Mishchenko, 
said that about 80 masked men 
attacked the office but denied 
cooperating with Russian Image. 

Yevgeny Valayev, a spokesman for 
Russian Image, told news agencies 
that his group had “no Kremlin- 
appointed supervisors’, but admitted 
cooperating with Mishchenko on 
several occasions, including the ultra- 
nationalist march in Moscow on 
4 November. 

Two ultra-nationalist rallies totalling 
nearly 3,000 people were held in 
Moscow during the Unity Day 
celebrations on 4 November. Both 
were permitted by the Moscow city 


In Memoriam 


Anti-fascist gunned down in Moscow 


authorities. Many participants carried 
nazi flags and placards with racist 
slogans and one of the rallies featured 
a concert by two openly nazi bands. 

In contrast, the authorities forced 
anti-fascist activists to abandon plans 
for a rally in honour of Khutorskoy on 
22 November in central Moscow. 
The anti-fascists were unable to obtain 
sanction from the city authorities to 
hold the rally, the organiser Maxim 
Stepanov told the independent 
Moscow radio station Ekho. 

So far, officialdom has shown no 
reaction to Khutorskoy’s murder, 
which is the seventh anti-fascist 
murder in Moscow in the past three 
years. Alexander Ryukhin was killed in 
April 2006, Alexei Krylov in March 
2008, Feodor Filatov in October 2008, 
Stanislav Markelov and Anastasia 
Baburova in January 2009 and Ilja 
Dzhaparidze in June 2009. ~ 
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International 


Belang’s troubles 


From Wim Haelsterman for AFF/ Verzet - RésistanceS, in Brussels 


THE SUDDEN AND unexplained 
resignation from the extreme-right 
Vlaams Belang of one of its MPs has 
sparked a major crisis in the party. 
It is unclear whether Erik Arckens, a 
nationalist hardliner from Brussels and 
an MP since 2004, will retain his seat in 
the Flemish parliament. 

Arckens’s resignation is surprising 
because he is part of the “Dewinter 
family”, the hardline faction around 
Filip Dewinter that really runs the VB. 
He is respected in Flemish far-right 
circles for his “ideological work” and 
statements opposing multiculturalism 
and the Francophone community in 
Belgium. There are unconfirmed 
rumours that his departure was for 
personal reasons. 

This latest development indicates 
that the VB is further than ever 
from solving its multiple problems. 
The contrast with the early days of 
the Vlaams Blok, when the late Karel 
Dillen led the party, could not be 
greater. Then, if there were disputes, the 
party went into “lockdown” and internal 
problems seldom made it into the 
public domain. 

Nowadays the  party’s various 
“celebrities” rush to the broadcast media 
to “explain” the problems they are 
having with its strategy and leadership 
and their nationalist comrades. 

In October, the VB’s president, Bruno 
Valckeniers, failed to get the green 
light for an ambitious plan to revitalise 
the party by creating a new structure, 
introducing new faces into the 
leadership and developing a “more 
moderate style”. The party’s leadership 
body, the party council, rejected 
Valckeniers’s proposal with Dewinter’s 
encouragement. 

Soon afterwards, another VB MP, 
Karim van Overmeire, told the press 
that he was thinking of leaving the 
party, following the example of Johan 
Demol, a former police officer who was 
the face of the party in the Brussels 
region since the late 1990s. Demol left 
the VB and resigned his seat in the 
Brussels regional parliament in dismay 
at its unfruitful hardline approach and 
at the Dewinter leadership. 

Valckeniers’s second 


attempt to 


'MP’s resignation adds to Viaams 


Erik Arckens: his surprise departure has sparked a crisis in the VB 


reform the party on 28 November was 
more successful. After he promised that 
the VB would not lose its “radicalism” 
and dropped the “moderate” Marie- 
Rose Morel as a candidate for vice 
presidency of the party, the party 
council passed the reform plans. Part of 
the president’s new “vision text” was an 
appeal for a new style that drops the 
ultra-aggressive language and approach. 
With this, Valckeniers hopes, the 
“renewed” VB will neutralise the cordon 
sanitaire imposed by the mainstream 
parties that has hampered the party 
since its foundation. 

It did not take long for Valckeniers’s 
plans to unravel, starting with the 
decision of Frank Vanhecke, the former 
party president and MEP, to resign 
from the party executive in a blaze of 
open criticism of the “hardline coup” 
and the continuing domination in the 
party of Dewinter’s Antwerp branch. 

Vanhecke’s explanation was strange 
because he is himself well known as a 
nationalist hardliner and built his 
political career on the support of 
his onetime friend Dewinter and the 
“Antwerp connection”. 


The manoeuvres of 28 November 
have revealed once again that 
Dewinter is the only real leader of the 
party and is using Valckeniers as 
his puppet. Valckeniers was informed 
about Vanhecke’s resignation only 
minutes before appearing live on 
national television. The news inspired 
Valckeniers to grumble on air that he 
“sometimes regrets having quit his 
previous job for a political career”. 

Thirty years after its foundation as 
the Vlaams Blok, the once seemingly 
unstoppable VB is caught in a rapid 
downward spiral, because it cannot cope 
with the new political landscape in 
Flanders, especially its rivals in the 
right-wing populist Lijst Dedecker, and 
has failed to develop new strategies to 
attract support. 

Tension continues to grow between 
the nationalist hardliners led by the 
Dewinter clan and the likes of Marie- 
Rose Morel, who each blame the other 
for the party's decreasing success. 
Hordes of members, activists, local 
councillors and a handful of MPs have 
already left and recent polls show that 
its popular support is plummeting. ~@ 
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supremacist Preston Wiginton, who 
had been invited to the festival, was 
deported back to the United States 
upon arrival at Heathrow. Those who 
attended were regaled with speeches by 
the Swedish fascist Marc Abramsson 
and Griffin’s Italian fascist friend and 
political mentor Roberto Fiore, the 
convicted former leader of the terrorist 
Armed Revolutionary Nuclei, who had 
failed to retain his MEP seat. 

The RWB provided yet more 
evidence of the visceral racism of many 
BNP members when an undercover 
News of the World team filmed several 
members engaged in the mock 
execution and burning of a gollywog doll 
for “crimes” against whites. Other BNP 
members were arrested for giving Nazi 
salutes to protesters against the event, 
two of whom were convicted of racially 
ageravated harassment in December. 

Throughout the later part of 2009 
Griffin was becoming increasingly 
alarmed at the participation of BNP 
members in the confrontational and 
racist activities of the English Defence 
League (EDL), which emerged in 
March 2009 in the wake of an attempt 
by a tiny group of Islamist extremists to 
disrupt the homecoming parade of the 
Royal Anglican Regiment in Luton. 
A number of protests across England 
followed, precipitating clashes with 
anti-fascists and local residents, which 
also acted as a magnet for the forces of 
organised racism despite protests to the 
contrary from EDL organisers. Griffin 
dismissed the EDL as both “Zionist” 
and a state-run “honeytrap”. 

All of this was a distraction for 
Griffin, who was busy attempting to 


coral the variegated forces of the 
European far right into a homogenous 
movement. He had tried and failed to 
precipitate such a union before the 
European elections but afterwards was 
pivotal in marshalling its sparse forces 
into the European Alliance of National 
Movements, a pan-European party 
rather than an official group of the 
European Parliament, which would 
require the support of 25 MEPs. 
It was formed too late in the year to 
apply for EU cash, which was, of course, 
one of its principal aims. 

Griffin courted outrage in November 
when, as his constituents in the North 
West faced severe flooding, he travelled 
to a Nazi conference in Madrid as a 
special guest speaker at a far-right rally 
held to commemorate the death of the 
Spanish fascist dictator General Franco. 
The conference ended in violence after 
which Griffin appears to have paid a 
visit to Franco’s tomb, although the 
party issued a curious non-denial 
about the story that had appeared in the 
Daily Telegraph. On his way to Madrid 
Griffin stopped off in Turin, Italy, a visit 
organised by Fiore. 

While Griffin was off grandstanding 
on the European stage, the BNP was 
beginning to show a distinct lack of 
momentum, a sign perhaps of the 
physical and financial exhaustion 
brought on by the exertions of the 
European election campaign. 

In September Matt Single, the former 
BNP security guard, was fined £200 for 
putting the entire BNP membership list 
online, which made the BNP a laughing 
stock in 2008. Within two months 
Griffin was again wincing with 
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